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West condemns |Klitschko stops Sanders in 8 
Wins WBC heavy title, avenges Wlad 


Mukacheve 
election 


By Marco Levytsky 
Incorporating reports from RFE/RL, Glavred, OSCE, Embassy of Canada 
in Ukraine, Embassy of the U.S. in Ukraine, Transitions Online 

Western governments have roundly condemned the April 18 municipal 
election in the Transcarpathian city of Mukacheve as fraudulent 

Social Democratic Party of Ukraine (united) candidate Ernest Nuser 
was declared the winner despite exits polls which showed him losing to 
Our Ukraine candidate Viktor Baloha by a margin of over 2-1. 

SDPU (u) is headed by Viktor Medvedchuk, head of the Presidential 
Administration of Ukraine and the Mukacheve elections have been widely 
interpreted by observers as an example of what to expect in the presiden- 
tial ones scheduled for Oct. 31. 

According to an exit poll released by the Razumkov Center of Eco- 
nomic and Political Studies and the Voters’ Committee on April 22, 62.4% 
of the people questioned at polling stations voted in favor of Baloha, while 
Nuser ran a distant second with 29.99%. The electoral commission an- 
nounced that Nuser won by 17,414 votes, to 12,282 for Baloha. 

Opposition observers said the scale of vote-rigging was unprecedented 
in Ukraine’s recent history. Police guards appeared either helpless or con- 
niving in the face of attacks, they alleged, watching disinterestedly as 
troublemakers trashed polling booths and beat up members of parliament. 

In the past the government has eliminated strong opposition candidates 
by striking their names from the ballot at the last minute on a legal techni- 
cality. Baloha escaped this fate, even though in early April all 10 members 
of the election commission — made up entirely of government supporters 
— succumbed to a mysterious illness that prevented them from including 
the front-runner’s name on the ballot papers for several days. 

Despite a few reported attempts to stuff ballot boxes on polling day, the 
vote seemed to be going fairly smoothly. Our Ukraine’s strategy of post- 
ing two parliamentary deputies as observers at all 30-odd polling stations 
seemed to succeed in preventing any major violations. 

But as it became clear from exit polls and turnout figures that Baloha 
was winning by a landslide, trouble broke out. A report by a parliamentary 
commission sent the following day to investigate the debacle spoke of 
violent attacks by groups of underworld types on polling stations. 

Opposition supporters said the attackers had been brought to Mukacheve 
from across Ukraine and given a free hand by the authorities in an attempt 
to muddy the waters ahead of the final act of vote-rigging. 

Our Ukraine said official voting records it had obtained proved that 
Baloha won in every polling station. Our Ukraine’s leader, Viktor 
Yushchenko, said that Baloha re- 
ceived more than 19,000 votes, 
5,500 more than his opponent, RFE/ 
RL reported. 

Deputy speaker of parliament 
Oleksandr Zinchenko, who chaired 
the investigation commission, told 
the parliament that the electoral 
arithmetic employed in Mukacheve 
was invented by Stalin in the 1930s. 
“Tt doesn’t matter how the people 
vote,” Zinchenko said. “The final 
outcome has already been decided.” 

The actual ballot papers disap- 
peared on the night of April 20, 
making a recount impossible. Ac- 
cording to Our Ukraine, the papers 
vanished from electoral headquar- 
ters after extra police officers posted 
at the behest of deputies to prevent 
just such an occurrence were re- 
called to their stations. 

As the scandal unfolded, Kuchma 
instructed Prosecutor-General 
Hennadiy Vasylyev and the Ukrai- 
nian Security Service to investigate 
possible irregularities in the elec- 
tion, and opposition deputies spon- 
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PHOTO — LUCY NICHOLSON, REUTERS 
Vitali Klitschko celebrates his 8th round TKO over Corrie Sanders after 
their WBC heavyweight title fight at Staples Center in Los Angeles. 


By William Trillo at ringside 
(Universum Box-Promotion)— 
Vitali Klitschko restored the family 
honor and saw his lifelong dream 
come true as he won the WBC 
heavyweight title with a eighth 
round KO over Corrie Sanders be- 
fore 17,320 spectators at the Staples 
Center in Los Angeles, April 24. 
The newly crowned Champ, who 
upped his record to 34-2, 33 KO’s, 
who had so much to fight for in this 
epic brawl, said after the fight: “This 
is a big relief. I feel a huge weight 
off of my shoulders. I achieved my 
goal and my dream. I won the WBC 
Heavyweight title. Sanders was a 
tough fighter and this was a tough 
fight, and I knew it would be.” 
Corrie Sanders, who saw his 
record fall to 39-2 with 29 KOs, 
entered the ring to a song that kept 
repeating the line “Stand Up”, and 
that one line could not have been 
more prophetic, by the time the fight 
was Over it was apparent that is the 
one thing Sanders was going to do, 
even after taking a barrage of 
punches in the final round that 
would have put most other heavies 
on their backs, maybe-permanently. 
After the fight Vitali remarked, " I 
am surprised he (Sanders) never 
went down. He took so many 
punches it was unbelievable, and he 
always came back with some of his 
own.” That statement pretty much 
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Міжнародні спостерігачі можуть 
підтвердити, що переміг Балога, а не Нусер 


(Українська правда) -Міжнародні спостерігачі на 
виборах міського голови Мукачевого можуть під- 
твердити, що результати на дільницях не відповідали 
результатам, оприлюдненим Мукачівською вибор- 
чою комісією. 

Про це заявив член Конгресу Парламентської 
Асамблеї Ради Європи угорський депутат Дьордь 
Бергу в інтерв'ю Українській службі Бі-Бі-Сі, 27- 
го квітня. 

За словами Бергу, результати виборів не можуть 
бути визнані дійсними. "Бо на більшості дільниць 
для голосування були присутні спостерігачі - у тому 
числі міжнародні спостерігачі, місцеві неурядові 
організації та депутати. І ми можемо підтвердити, 
що результати на дільницях не відповідали резуль- 
татам, оприлюдненим Мукачівською виборчою 
комісією", - зазначив він. 

"Тож, на мою думку, безумовно, є підстави не 
визнати дійсними оголошені результати мукачів-- 
ських виборів", - додав член Конгресу. 
Порівнюючи вибори в Мукачевому з місцевими 
виборами 1999 року у Вірменії та муніципальними 
2002 року в Косові, Бергу зауважив, що вибори в 
Мукачевому були "найдивнішим досвідом з-поміж 
усіх країн", в яких побувала їхня група спостерігачів. 

"Бо там можна було побачити на власні очі всі 
види порушень, про які в інших країнах можна було 
лише прочитати у підручнику - у Мукачевому всі 
вони були втілені в життя", - зазначив Беггу. 

"Поміж них можна навести різноманітні маніпу-- 
ляції в підготовці до виборів - наприклад, зміну 
складу всіх виборчих комісій, використання мас- 
медіа для підтримки лише одного кандидата -- того, 


що його підтримувала закарпатська влада. Потім 
було використано правоохоронні органи, міліцію, 1 
до того ж групи молодиків у цивільному, які мали 
залякувати виборців", - зазначив член Конгресу. 

"Т попри все це виявилося, що результати не від- 
повідали очікуванням влади, тож врешті-решт вона 
була змушена вдатися до фальсифікації результатів 
Мукачівською територіальною виборчою комісією, 
яка зробила переможцем того, хто програв", - додав 
він. 

"1 як ми дізналися після від'їзду звідти, після того, 
як вони вирішили оголосити пана Hycepa mepe— 
можцем, з міської ради Мукачевого дивним чином 
було вкрадено виборчі бюлетені, тож ніхто не може 
перерахувати чи підтвердити, що саме там сталося", 
- зазначив Бергу. 

Бергу також повідомив, що місія готуватиме 
новий звіт для Конгресу місцевих та регіональних 
влад Ради Європи, який буде обговорено наступного 
тижня. 

"Конгрес має затвердити звіт від нашої місії спос-- 
терігачів, яка була в Мукачевому. Очікується, що 
наступного тижня звіт обговорить бюро Конгресу, 
яке потім надасть свої рекомендації Парламентській 
Асамблеї Ради Європи та українській владі", - 3a3— 
начив він. 

"Якими саме будуть ці рекомендації, я на цій стадії 
не можу говорити, але я переконаний, що негативна 
оцінка тих подій призведе до жорсткого засудження 
ситуації, що склалася. І, звичайно, Рада Європи не 
може примиритися з такими виборами в Україні", — 
наголосив Бергу. 
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Ukrainian Меміз/Українські вісті, April 28 - May 11, 2004, 28 квітня - 11 травня, 2004 


США хоче реальне розслідування 
подій в Мукачевому 


(Українська правда)- -Помічник заступника 
державного секретаря США Стівен Пайфер заявляє, 
що українська влада має провести реальне 
розслідування подій, які відбулися в Мукачевому. 

"США вітає той факт, що президент Кучма напо- 
лягав на розслідуванні цих подій. Але нам здається, 
що розслідування має бути реальнім. Тільки так 
можна з'ясувати, що трапилося під час виборів", — 
сказав Пайфер на прес-конференції за підсумками 
його візиту до України, 27-го квітня. 

За його словами, "маніпуляція голосами виборців" 
раніше не відбувалася в такому масштабі. Пайфер 
сказав, що оголошенні результати "не відповідають 
думці виборців". 

Пайфер зауважив, що на виборах в Мукачевому 
був представник посольства США. Він додав, що 
один з представників країн ЄС був на дільниці і 
бачив, як "бюлетені були підмінені: спочатку за 
кандидата "Нашої України" було віддано 191 голос, 
а потім оголосили, що лише 91". 

Він також згадав, що в 1999 під час виборів 
президента проводилися екзіт-поли, 1 вони давали 


похибку від реального результату на 1-2%. Як 
відомо, на виборах у Мукачевому екзіт-поли 
засвідчили перемогу Віктора Балоги від "Нашої 
України", а переможцем був оголошений Ернест 
Нусер від СДПУ(о). 

За словами Пайфера, Україна ще має можливість 
за півроку до виборів "вжити заходів, щоб вибори 
були чесними та прозорими". 

"Один із заходів - це рівний доступ до ЗМІ для 
всіх кандидатів, щоб дискусії кандидатів відбувалися 
відкрито, щоб один із кандидатів у підсумку сказав, 
що програв чесні вибори", - додав Пайфер. 

За його словами, США готові допомогти Україні 
у проведенні чесних і прозорих виборів. "Це 
сприятиме українсько-американським відносинам, 
не кажучи вже про омріяну інтеграцію України до 
євроатлантичних структур", - сказав дипломат. 

Засловами Пайфера, його візит є наслідком візиту 
до України заступника державного секретаря США 
Річарда Армітаджа, "який попросив мене ще раз 
поглянути на питання чесних президентських 
виборів". 


Безсмертного скинули зі сходів, а 
Поліщука били ногами по обличчю 


(Українська правда)- -"Наша Україна" готує 
судовий позов щодо осіб, причетних до подій, які 
відбувалися вночі на виборчих дільницях. Про це 
повідомив лідер блоку Віктор Ющенко, відпо- 
відаючи на запитання журналістів у парламенті. 

"Ці люди, які ходять "під паханами", мають хоч 
раз відповісти за свої дії та понести покарання", — 
наголосив лідер "Нашої України". 

Він підкреслив, що народним депутатам, яких 
побили уночі на дільницях, у Мукачевому навіть не 
дали можливості зробити судово-медичну експер- 
тизу, 1 вони змогли зробити це лише в Києві. 

Коментуючи події в Мукачевому 19-го квітня на 
прес-конференції у Києві, депутат Петро Олійник 
повідомив, що у Мукачівській міськраді депутатів 
клали обличчям на підлогу 1 били ногами. 

Він розповів, що о 4.00 народні депутати та між-- 
народні спостерігачі дізналися, що місцевий виборч-- 
ком оголосив переможцем виборів Нусера, і прибули 
на дільницю в тервиборчком, який розташовано у 
приміщенні Мукачівської міськради. 

"На другому поверсі тервиборчкому нас зустрів 
підрозділ "Беркута" і почав нещадно бити депутатів! 
Нас поклали обличчям на підлогу, почали бити 
ногами... На нас були значки народних депутатів. У 
руках ми тримали посвідчення", - зазначив депутат. 

"Безсмертного i Павленка, взяли за руки та ноги, 
знесли по сходах і просто кинули вниз. Павленка 
потім протягли обличчям по бруківці. Мене також 
били. Отямилися ми між другим 1 першим поверхом, 
де щойно потрапили у пастку", - розповів Олійник. 
"На допомогу нам продиралися наші колеги депу-- 
тати, яких блокував "Беркут" у касках, зі щитами. 
Насамкінець всіх депутатів виштовхали через вихід 
у двір. Таке важко уявити навіть у страшному сні. 
Це справжній фашизм у масці соціал-демократії", 
- наголосив Олійник. 

Інший постраждалий, народний депутат Юрій 
Павленко, розповів, що після того як його, Петра 
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Олійника та Романа Безсмертного побили "бер- 
кутівці", міліціонерам було віддано наказ витіснити 
народних депутатів за територію Мукачівської 
міськради щитами. 

"Ми закликали міліціонерів не служити бандитам. 
Один з міліціонерів у касці кинув свого щита, дістав 
з авто пляшку з водою та хустку, щоб ми могли 
обтерти кров на обличчях", - зазначив Павленко. 

Він також зазначив, що міністр МВС повинен 
подати у відставку після побиття у Мукачевому 
народних депутатів та численних порушень закону, 
які відбувалися там у понеділок уночі. 

Ще один постраждалий, народний депутат, голова 
парламентського комітету з питань охорони здо- 
ров'я, відомий нейрохірург Микола Поліщук пові-- 
домив, що на третій дільниці у Мукачевому, де він 
спостерігав за виборами, увесь день чергував 
молодик бандитської зовнішності. 

Після того як дільниці були закриті для 
голосування, таких молодиків біля дільниці стало 
значно більше, і після закриття дільниці о 20.00 вони 
почали виламувати двері. 

Поліщук повідомив, що одразу почав телефону-- 
вати у міліцію із тим, аби правоохоронці охороняли 
дільницю під час підрахунку голосів. У цей час "20 
молодиків виламали двері дільниці 1 побігли на 
другий поверх, щоб викрасти бюлетені". 

За його словами, він намагався перекрити їм 
дорогу, але молодики розпочали бійку та стали бити 
його ногами по обличчю, зваливши на землю. 

Спостерігачам тим часом вдалося сховати бюле- 
тені. Після цього приїхали представники "Беркуту" 
і дозволили молодикам вийти з дільниці. 

Наразі народні депутати Юрій Павленко, Петро 
Олійник, Микола Поліщук проходять судово- 
медичну експертизу у Києві. 

За попереднім обстеженням є підозри, що у Юрія 
Павленка серйозні травми внутрішніх органів. 


Тимошенко ініціює заборону СДПУ (о) 

(Українська правда) -Блок Юлії Тимошенко ініціює заборону 
діяльності в Україні Соціал-демократичної партії України (об'єднаної) 
як "організованої злочинної групи". 

Про це ідеться у заяві Юлії Тимошенко, поширеній 19-го квітня. 

"Ми закликаємо всіх чесних і порядних громадян, що з тих чи інших 
причин вступили до лав СДПУ(о), вийти з цієї партії, яка стала 
втіленням політичного бандитизму", - ідеться в заяві. 

У документі зазначено, що "безпрецедентні події в Мукачевому — 
пряма, брутальна та нахабна фальсифікація результатів виборів, 
порушення всіх можливих законів, принципів моралі та прав людини, 
використання правоохоронних структур для побиття народних 
депутатів, засвідчили повне і, очевидно, остаточне злиття чинної 
української влади й бандитизму в єдине органічне ціле". 

"Тому з людьми, які сьогодні намагаються керувати всією Україною 
«"по-мукачевськи", неможливі жодні компроміси. Їх треба тільки 
знешкоджувати. Терміново, негайно, невідкладно", - також сказано у 


Тимошенко назвала лідера СДПУ(о), керівника адміністрації 
президента Віктора Медведчука "безпосереднім організатором та 
ініціатором мукачівського свавілля". 

БЮТ звертається до всіх політичних сил із рекомендацією створити 
"Єдиний міжпартійний фронт боротьби з бандитизмом, прикритим 
владними мандатами чи партійними програмами." 
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Klufas wins Tory nomination | Mark addresses discovery 
in Parkdale- -High Park 


(UkrNews/Klufas Election Com- 
mittee)—Jurij Klufas won the nomi- 
nation to represent the Conservative 
Party of Canada in the riding of 
Parkdale-High Park in Toronto by a 
margin of 3-1, March 31, reports his 
election committee. 

Riding association members and 
supporters gathered at the 
Lithuanian Hall where Jurij was 
nominated by Dr. Jaroslaw Shudrak 
and former York Mayor Gail 
Christie. Investigative journalist and 
author Victor Malarek introduced 
Jurij as a community activist who 
could keep his word and get things 
done in Ottawa. 

“On behalf of the Board of Direc- 
tors, the Executive, and riding mem- 
bers, I congratulate Литі) оп secur- 
ing the candidacy of the Electoral 
District of Parkdale-High Park,” 
said Edward Adlers, President of the 
Parkdale-High Park EDA. “We now 
have a new, united Conservative al- 
ternative to the current Liberal 
Member of Parliament in the next 
election.” 

Klufas has spent much of his life 
living, working and volunteering in 
Parkdale-High Park, and is a former 
executive member of the Parkdale- 
High Park PC Riding Association. 
He also has participated as an ex- 
ecutive of other provincial and fed- 
eral riding associations. Jurij speaks 
Ukrainian, French, Italian and Span- 
ish, and he studied Political Science 
in Rome, Italy, where he co-founded 
a branch of the international Scout- 
ing group Plast. 

As a business owner and as the 
founder and executive producer of 


Jurij Klufas 


the Ukrainian Television Program 
“Kontakt,” which airs in Canada, the 
USA and Ukraine, he has traveled 
around the world and gained a glo- 
bal perspective on the issues facing 
Canada. 

Happily married and raising four 
children, one of his greatest con- 
cerns is the safety of our communi- 
ties. “We have to close the revolv- 
ing door in our justice system and 
keep repeat violent offenders off the 
street. Our children deserve safe 
neighbourhoods and we deserve the 
peace of mind that comes from that,“ 
says Jurij. “I want to work closely 
with this riding because only com- 
munity action based on common 
values will create the infrastructure 
for the safety we all desire for our 
families.” 

Healthcare is another major con- 


cer for Jurij. “St. Joseph’s Health 
Centre is one of the better health care 
facilities in all of Canada, staffed by 
dedicated doctors and nurses. But 
it’s not receiving the attention it de- 
serves and, as a result, our commu- 
nity is being left to suffer.” Jurij be- 
lieves that the federal government 
must create a mutually respectful 
partnership with the provinces and 
the municipalities to ensure that ev- 
eryone has access to health care, no 
matter what their income. “We have 
to stop the patronage and 
favouritism that is gouging at the 
funds needed for public services. We 
have to help cities such as Toronto 
to improve public transit, roads and 
the environment.” 

As founder and president of the 
annual Bloor West Village Ukrai- 
nian Festival, Jurij is dedicated to 
continuing the promotion of com- 
munity events and fund raisers that 
bring in millions of dollars in eco- 
nomic prosperity and allow for the 
showcasing of community institu- 
tions and charities, including St. 
Joseph’s Health Centre. “My goal 
has always been to build commu- 
nity confidence and spirit, because 
a community where people are in- 
volved is a healthier community. 
Parkdale-High Park is a riding rich 
in diverse social and cultural com- 
munities and I believe that most of 
us have the same philosophical and 
family values; the same practical 
work ethic. I am determined to reach 
out and engage these communities 
so that this riding grows in the pros- 
perity, unity and visibility it de- 
serves.” 


UCC develops new Multiculturalism strategy 


(UCC National)—The Multiculturalism Committee 
of the UCC has examined Canada’s legislation and 
found that the government of Canada is not living up 
to the law. 

“We found a discrepancy between the law as stated 
in the Act and the reality as practiced by Ottawa’s bu- 
reaucracy” said Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, Chair of the 
UCC Multiculturalism Committee that developed the 
ground-breaking document, April 21. 

“The bureaucracy is deviating from the Act. We must 
insist that our needs and the needs of communities like 
ours be put on the table once again.” 

The Committee has recommended to the UCC Board 
that this matter be dealt with through the implementa- 
tion of several recommendations. The recommenda- 
tions were approved unanimously. 

In examining the current situation of Ukrainians in 
Canada, members of the Committee, including Dr. Ro- 
man Petryshyn, Dr. Мугозіау Shkandrij, Dr. Orest Cap, 
identified numerous concerns. Among them: 

« The attrition of a distinctive culture; 

¢ The under-representation of our issues, names and 
stories in the mainstream media; 

« The loss of the mother language; 

¢ The inadequate presence in government and other 
institutions, given the length of time, the numbers, and 
the importance of the contribution of Ukrainians in 
Canada 

¢ The lack of adequate financial support, by all lev- 
els of government, to ensure the sustainability of 
Canada’s Multicultural reality. 

The Committee members agree that the provisions 
are in the Act to prevent all of this cultural extinction 
from taking place. “Just read the Act,” they say. 

The law, according to the Canadian Multiculturalism 
Act, is designed to: 

« “Preserve and enhance the multicultural heritage 
of Canadians while working to achieve the equality of 
all Canadians in the economic, social, cultural and po- 
litical life of Canada...”; 

- “Recognize the existence of communities whose 
members share a common origin and their historic con- 
tribution to Canadian society, and enhance their devel- 
opment.”; 


e “preserve and enhance the use of languages other 
than English and French.” 

The reality in Ottawa is that current Multiculturalism 
policy is based on the four departmental “program ob- 
jectives” which are, in the main, designed to combat 
racism and eliminate systemic barriers. 

“The Act is more than just the economic equality of 
groups,” says Eugene Uzwyshyn, a member of the 
Committee and an activist in the Parents for Ukrainian 
Education in Manitoba. “We are always planning where 
the next bucks will come from to ensure that our lan- 
guage and culture in Canada will not be erased. It would 
be great to have the government put some dollars be- 
hind the legislation.” 

Shirley Lisowski, another member of the Commit- 
tee and the President of one of the larger Ukrainian 
organizations in Canada is worried. “We have had tre- 
mendous erosion of our culture. We do not see our sto- 
ries on TV nor hear them on radio. Yet our Community 
gave this country its economic boost through the con- 
tribution of our efforts, those of our forebears in the 
development of the West.” 

The Multiculturalism Committee has come up with 
several recommendations to stem the demise of 
multiculturalism in Canada. As a priority it calls on the 
UCC to: 

¢ Bring to the attention of the government the dis- 
crepancy between Canada’s Multiculturalism Act and 
the Department of Canadian Heritage programs and 
seek to ensure that they reflect the letter and spirit of 
the law; 

« Target the “program objectives” of the 
Multiculturalism Program and seek to have them 
changed to include the objectives of the Act, namely: 
preserving and enhancing the multicultural heritage of 
Canadians as stated in the Preamble, preserving and 
enhancing the use of languages other than English and 
French and enhancing the development of communi- 
ties whose members share a common origin and his- 
toric contribution to Canada 
To read the entire version of the document Canadian 

Multiculturalism: the law, the reality and our place, as 
well as the summary of the Recommendations, please 
visit the UCC website. 


of “misplaced” war medal 


(UkrNews)—Inky Mark, MP for Dauphin-Swan River-Marquette ad- 
dressed the House of Commons April 21 in a statement concerning the 
discovery of the Victoria Cross belonging to Filip Konowal for sale at an 
auction in Ontario. 

Mark’s statement was as follows: 

“You would expect that Canada’s cultural artifacts are secure in the 
Canadian Museum of Civilization as it is the country’s depository of his- 
tory. 

“But on Friday, April 2nd a British collector discovered that the Victoria 
Cross belonging to Filip Konowal, the only Canadian of Ukrainian heri- 
tage to earn our country’s highest military award, was for sale at an Ontario 
auction house. 

“Previously, officials at Canada’s War Museum, which is part of the 
Museum of Civilization, insisted that Konowal’s medal was simply mis- 
placed in their collection. It was misplaced in 1973. 

“Tn a time when some would question whether a military career was an 
honour worth pursuing, Canada’s response should be a proud showcase of 
our military heroes, not careless treatment of their artifacts. 

“One has to wonder if the Victoria Cross belonging to Billy Barker, 
Canada’s most decorated soldier from Dauphin-Swan River remains se- 
cure. 

“Our military heritage must be protected and proudly displayed to re- 
mind all of us how much we owe and value our brave men and women in 
uniform,” he concluded. 


Preyma welcome’s party’s 
stand on redress 


(UkrNews)—The Conservative Party of Canada’s candidate for 
Etobicoke Centre, Lida Preyma, said on April 26 that she welcomes her 
party’s forthright statement in support of redress to the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian and Chinese Canadian communities, announced earlier this month. 

Commenting in a press release, Preyma said: 

“My community has engaged the federal government for well over 15 
years in the hope of securing some form of recognition and restitution for 
what was done to Ukrainians and other Europeans during Canada’s first 
national internment operations of 1914-1920. 

“Tt is well worth remembering how, in 1993, the then-leader of the Op- 
position, the Honourable Jean Chretien, promised his personal support 
and that of the Liberal Party of Canada for redress to Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans. Despite a decade in office the Liberals did nothing. 

ЗТ am very pleased that the leader ої my Party, the Honourable Steven 
Harper, has consulted with the Ukrainian Canadian community and its 
leadership, and has worked with good men like Inky Mark, MP (Dauphin- 
Swan River) to ensure that this issue will be resolved in a timely and 
honourable fashion, while survivors of the internment operations are still 
with us.” 


1 Whatoau Leuijo9eD 
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Французьке ім'я — 
Українська душа 

Beautiful Jacuzzi Rooms 

Fully Accessible Rooms 

Free High Speed Internet Access 

Free local calls, coffee and parking 

Fitness Centre 


Edmonton Oilers Hockey, 
Eskimos Football and 
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Full Hot Breakfast 
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В офіс НРУ 


у Прилуках 


кинули запалювальну бомбу 


(Українська правда)--22 квітня 2004 
року о 3-й годині ночі у Прилуках, що на 
Чернігівщині, невідомі зловмисники кину- 
ли запалювальну бомбу в приміщення На- 
родного руху України та місцевого блоку 
"Наша Україна - Народний рух". 

Про це повідомляє прес-служба НРУ. 

Як сказано у заяві, "невідомими зловмис- 
никами", які залишаються такими тільки 
для правоохоронних органів, була кинута 
запалювальна бомба, внаслідок чого був 
повністю знищений балкон офісу, щит з 
написом "Народний Рух України", стенд з 
повідомленням "до падіння режиму 
залишилось 192 дні", прапори Народного 
Руху України , "Нашої України", вигоріла 
одна з кімнат офісу". 

Це вже третя спроба знищити приміщен- 
ня Народного Руху України у Прилуках. 
Перші дві було безкарно вчинено у січні і 
лютому цього року. У заяві НРУ наголо- 
шується: "Бездіяльність правоохоронних 
органів розцінюємо як заохочення бан- 
дитів, а ці акції на тлі постійного тиску, 
погроз, шантажу і звільнення з роботи 
членів НРУ та прихильників "Нашої Укра- 
їни" - як сплановані владою". 


На думку НРУ, "мукачівське свавілля" 
розповсюджується по всій Україні, і 
бандитська акція в Прилуках - ще одне 
підтвердження цього". 

"Донецьк, Мукачеве, Суми, Ромни, сьо- 
годні Прилуки є ланками одного ланцюга", 
— сказано в заяві. 

"В Україні встановлюється диктаторсь- 
кий, міліцейсько-кримінальний режим. 
Кримінальні угрупування і органи внутріш- 
ніх справ працюють спільно — одні вчиня- 
ють злочини, а інші байдуже за цим спос- 
терігають", - наголошує НРУ. 

"Знищивши стенд "до падіння режиму 
залишилось 192 дні", вони зірвали тільки 
шмат паперу, але це не допоможе уникнути 
неминучого кінця цього злочинного режи- 
му. Кожен наступний день скорочує їхнє 
панування. Сьогодні до їх падіння вже 
тільки 191 день!" - підкреслюється в заяві 
НРУ за підписом Бориса Тарасюка. 

Закінчується заява словами: "Сказавши 
на виборах цього року "Ні фашистському 
режиму", ми збережемо демократію в 
Україні! Геть бандитську владу! Бандитам 
- тюрми!" 


Гуцуляк призначений Почесним 
консулом в Пікерінгу 


Генеральне консульство України в Торон- 
то оголошує про призначення Міністром 
закордонних справ України Костянтином 
Грищенком громадянина Канади Ераста 
Гуцуляка Почесним консулом України в 
місті Пікерінг (провінція Онтаріо). 

Головними обов'язками Почесного 
консула України є захист у Канаді інтересів 
України, її юридичних осіб і громадян 
України в межах, визначених міжнародним 
правом; сприяння розвиткові торговельних, 
економічних, культурних та наукових 
зв'язків між Україною та Канадою; з'ясу- 
вання усіма законними засобами умов і 


СЛАВНІ | 


ТРАДИЦІЇ 
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подій в торговельному, економічному, куль- 
турному та науковому житті Канади, ін- 
формування про них Посольства України 


в Канаді та Генерального консульства 


України в Торонто; надання допомоги та 
сприяння юридичним особам і громадянам 
України. 

Призначення Е. Гуцуляка Почесним 
консулом України є свідченням високої 
оцінки його особистого внеску у справу 
розвитку українсько-канадських двосто- 
ронніх відносин, сприяння становленню 
України як незалежної демократичної 
держави, 
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Суд у Каліфорнії 
Лазаренко мав купити корів, 


але гроші десь зникли 


Джастін Кейн, Українська правда 

Сан Франциско, 23 квітня 2004 - На суді 
над колишнім прем'єр-міністром України 
Павлом Лазаренком в Америці звинувачен- 
ня подає свідчення про найперші шахрайст- 
ва, що їх Лазаренко нібито вчинив в Укра- 
їні. Підприємства Дніпропетровщини муси- 
ли платити йому чималі гроші на купівлю 
зерна й племінних корів, але пішли ті гроші 
кудись не туди. 

Колишній директор Нікопольського 
заводу феросплавів Борис Величко на по- 
чатку свого свідчення розповів про шахрай- 
ство на 14 мільйонів доларів за участю дос- 
лідної агрофірми «Наукова». Він пояснив, 
що то неврожай 3MyCuB Лазаренка взяти під 
жорсткий контроль увесь бізнес у Дніпро- 
петровській області в 1992 - 1994 роках. 
У той час Лазаренко був представником 
Президента України в області. 

Лазаренкова політика, повідомив Велич- 
ко в своєму записаному на відео свідченні, 
полягала в тому, щоб «уникнути втрат для 
області й для народу». Для цього, посвідчив 
Величко, він "узяв усе у власні руки". "Він 
командував усіма компаніями й заводами, 
не тільки цим заводом феросплавів". 

Лазаренко, зокрема, наказав заводові ви- 
платити 2 мільйони 400 тисяч доларів одній 
нідерландській компанії, щоб область могла 
закупити зерно. Звинувачення стверджує, 
що половина цієї суми осіла на рахунку 
самого Лазаренка. Величко розповів, що 
уряд відшкодував заводові ці кошти й що 
він сам не знає, куди врешті пішли ті гроші. 
Протягом наступних двох років, стверджує 
далі американська прокуратура, Лазаренко 
завдяки своєму контролеві над агрофірмою 
«Наукова» та Нікопольським заводом фе- 
росплавів зібрав собі ще 13 мільйонів дола- 
рів, замаскувавши ці гроші як закупівлі 
продуктивнішої худоби й кращого облад- 
нання для агрофірми. 

Величко виглядав так, ніби й досі здиво- 
ваний діями Лазаренка, якого, сказав він, 
область «щонайглибше поважала». 

«Закупівля корів стала однією з найна- 
гальніших справ для області, - сказав Ве- 
личко. - Спершу ідея здавалася доброю, і 
спосіб, у який її втілювали, теж виглядав 
добре. Але що сталося потім i де гроші — 
це питання». 

19 квітня слухали свідчення Олександра 
Гравця, колишнього ділового партнера Юлії 
та Олександра Тимошенків. Це був перший 
свідок після невеликої перерви по п'яти 
днях допитів колишнього Лазаренкового 


партнера Петра Кириченка. 

Після того, як Гравець залишив компанію 
«Єдині енергетичні системи України», що 
її він заснував разом із Тимошенками 1998 
року, він зустрівся з Юлією Тимошенко в 
одному з готелів Тель Авіва в Ізраїлі й запи- 
тав її: що то за чутки такі ходять, ніби на 
контрольовані Лазаренком рахунки надій- 
шло від фірми “Somolli Enterprises” 78 
мільйонів доларів? Як повідомив Гравець, 
що живе нині в Канаді, «Я запитав її: якщо 
маєш стільки вільних грошей, то чому не 
поділишся, не "відстібнеш" трішки? Ми ж 
бо були партнери... Якщо це прибуток, то 
я маю отримати свою частку. А вона мені 
відповіла, що то була оплата за товар», — 
розповів Гравець у своєму свідченні, що 
його відеозапис показали в суді. 

Гравець, що вчився в Дніпропетровсь- 
кому сільськогосподарському інституті 
(нині державному аграрному університеті) 
на кілька років пізніше від Лазаренка, пові- 
домив, що сам він особисто не знав про 
жодні виплати Лазаренкові. Відмежував- 
шись від Лазаренкової політики, Гравець 
шанобливо висловився про попередні 
досягнення колишнього прем'єра, назвав 
його «дуже ерудованим менеджером» i 
нагадав, що він був наймолодшим головою 
найкращого в Україні колгоспу імені 
Калініна. 

Подружжя Тимошенків і Гравець заприя- 
телювали 1987 року, коли «стріляли» одне 
в одного цигарки, поки робили ремонт у 
житловому будинку в Дніпропетровську, де 
вони жили. Через чотири роки трійця 
заснувала торговельну компанію «Куб», 
яка згодом перетворилася на «ЄЕСУ». 

Протягом свого спільного бизнесу вони 
також започаткували газету, телеканал і 
радіостанцію. Але їхні спроби в царині 
засобів інформації провалилися з 
наближенням виборів 1998 року, посвідчив 
Гравець: «Вас же ж просто всього позбав- 
ляли, вам казали, що певні, розумієте, речі, 
певні статті не мають бути надруковані», — 
розповів Гравець. 

Провал цих спроб у пресі й відхід Гравця 
з «ЄЕСУ» стали провісником погіршення 
його давніх дружніх узаємин із Юлією 
Тимошенко, неохоче заявив Гравець у 
своєму відеозапису. 

«Я не довіряю цій жінці. Я не бачив 
жодних документів, а її словам я не вірю, - 
заявив Гравець. - А крім того, я знаю: усіх, 
хто їй не потрібен, вона переступає й іде 
далі». 


Третій замах на члена президії 
кримського парламенту 


Володимир Притул, Радіо Свобода 

В Криму скоєно уже третій за останні 
кілька місяців замах на члена президії 
кримського парламенту, впливового крим- 
ського політика і підприємця Андрія 
Припутникова. Пізно ввечері 21-го квітня 
невідомі підірвали вибуховий пристрій на 
даху гаража депутата. 

За даними міліції, яка поки що ніяк не 
коментує цей інцидент, вибухом було 
пошкоджено гараж Припутникова, у 
кількох квартирах сусіднього багатоповер- - 
хового будинку вибиті шибки. На момент 
вибуху в гаражі нікого не було, водій 
залишив його за півгодини до цього. 
Минулої суботи невідомі підклали до воріт 
цього ж гаража вибухівку, але її помітили 
сусіди і правоохоронці вчасно її знешко-- 
дили. Ще один замах на Припутникова 
стався 31 грудня минулого року, коли 
спрацював вибуховий пристрій під його 
автомобілем у той час, як депутат перебу-- 
вав вдома у матері. В усіх випадках Андрій 
Припутников не постраждав. Щоразу він 
заявляв журналістам, що не знає причин 
цих замахів, відмовився прокоментувати це 
справжнє полювання за ним і цього разу. 

Припутников, крім усього, є зятем ко- 
лишнього кримського керівника, а нині 
впливового депутата кримського парла- 


менту і ректора Таврійського національ- 
ного Університету Миколи Багрова. Пан 
Припутников очолює Постійну комісію 
Верховної Ради Криму з бюджетно-фінан-- 
сових і податкових питань та є власником 
великої будівельної компанії "Профе- 
сіонал". Більшість місцевих спостерігачів 
схиляються до думки, що причину цих 
нападів слід шукати саме навколо діяль-- 
ності компанії "Професіонал", яка складає 
конкуренцію іншій великій будівельній 
компанії. Крім того, з "Професіоналом" 
тривалий час конфліктують екологічні 
організації Криму і громадськість Сим-- 
ферополя, які в дуже гострій формі про- 
тестували проти будівництва цією KOM— 
панією елітного житла у парковій зоні 
міста. Під час цих протестів навіть сталося 
кілька зіткнень між громадськими акти- 
вістами і працівниками "Професіоналу". 
Ця ж компанія зараз швидкими темпами 
будує паркан довкола Воронцовського 
парку у Симферополі, нещодавно переда- 
ного Таврійському Університету Миколи 
Багрова, але саме там кримські татари 
планували збудувати Соборну мечеть. 
Крім того, Припутников був ініціатором за- 
провадження кількох нових республіканських 
податків, проти чого протестували місцеві 
підприємці, задіяні в курортному бізнесі. 
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West condemns Mukacheve election | Two pro-presidential MPs bolt 


Cont. from P. 1 

sored a petition asking Kuchma to sack presidential 
administration head Viktor Medvedchuk, Interior Min- 
ister Mykola Bilokon, and Transcarpathian Oblast Gov- 
ernor Ivan Rizak over the election fiasco. The parlia- 
ment voted down the petition on April 21. 

The Canadian Embassy in Kyiv condemned the elec- 
tion the day after it was held. 

“Canada observed the Mukachevo election on voting 
day, and noted significant defects in the required impar- 
tiality of the municipal election commission and some 
polling station commissions,” said Canadian Ambassa- 
dor Andrew Robinson, in reply to journalists, April 19 

“Our observer noted serious obstruction of the ef- 
forts of domestic and international observers to con- 
firm the fairness of the vote. 

“These irregularities and defects have an importance 
beyond the local nature of a municipal election. 

“They confirm the pattern of irregularities which was 
noted at the parliamentary by-election in Donetsk on 
March 7. Taken together, these deficiencies raise seri- 
ous questions over Ukraine’s ability to deliver free and 
fair elections at all levels. 

“There is however still time for the authorities to 
show that they recognize the seriousness of the elec- 
toral violations, and to do something about them be- 
fore the Presidential elections this year,” he added. 

Robinson’s statements were issued in an official re- 
lease by the Canadian Embassy April 20. 

That same day the Organization for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe’s Office for Democratic Institu- 
tions and Human Rights expressed its concern. 

“Of deep concern was an attack on a polling station 
in Mukachevo by unidentified persons at the end of 
the vote count, which occurred in the presence of the 
OSCE/ODIRR representatives,” said Gerald Mitchell, 
Head of the OSCE/ODIHR Election Section. 

“This blatant attempt to disrupt the election proceed- 
ings is an attack on the very foundations of the demo- 
cratic process,” he added. 

“Tt threatened to compromise the rights of the some 
1,600 Ukrainian citizens discharging their civil respon- 
sibilities in a distinguished manner at the polling station 
in question. All the perpetrators of this and other reported 
assaults should be held accountable without delay.” 

Although the OSCE/ODIHR did not deploy an ob- 
servation mission, two members of the ODIHR Elec- 
tion Section were present for polling day, as part of an 
effort to more closely follow the election process in 
Ukraine, prior to the presidential election later this year. 

“On election day, the OSCE/ODIHR representatives 
witnessed intimidation, including an unusually large 
police presence and unidentified persons loitering in 
and around polling stations. They were also concerned 
by a physical assault against an observer by unidenti- 
fied persons, without apparent intervention by the po- 
lice, which resulted in his hospitalization. In addition, 
the secrecy of the vote may have been compromised in 
some polling stations during Sunday’s mayoral elec- 
tion,” stated an OSCE press release. 

“All these violations serve to underline the impor- 
tance which the OSCE/ODIHR attaches to the pres- 
ence of domestic non-partisan observers to enhance 
transparency, accountability and confidence at all stages 
of the election process. Furthermore, recent election 
legislation bars such persons from observing, and thus 
discriminates against citizens of Ukraine in contrast to 
the rights of international observers,” it continued 
pledging to continue election-related events in Ukraine 
in advance of the Oct. 31 presidential election. 

The U.S. Embassy expressed its concerns on April 22. 


“By all accounts, there was manifestly fraudulent ma- 
nipulation of the voting results,” stated an Embassy 
press release. 

“There were highly credible reports — including by 
the OSCE’s Office of Democratic Institutions and Hu- 
man Rights — of widespread and serious irregularities 
in the voting and counting process, as well as numer- 
ous instances of violence and intimidation of voters 
and observers. We do not believe the results reported 
by the Territorial Election Commission accurately re- 
flect the will of the voters of Mukacheve. 

“We have seen a very discouraging pattern of irregu- 
larities and fraud in recent local and parliamentary elec- 
tions in Ukraine. We hope that such problems will not 
characterize the presidential election later this year. 

“We welcome the news that President Kuchma has 
ordered a full investigation of the Mukacheve election 
and urge the authorities to take the necessary steps to 
ensure that the will of the voters is not overturned by 
gross electoral violations. 

“A failure to address this issue in full would only 
embolden those in Ukraine who are determined to 
thwart the conduct of free and fair elections,” the state- 
ment concluded. 

Two days earlier Kuchma instructed Prosecutor-Gen- 
eral Hennadiy Vasylyev to investigate, jointly with the 
Ukrainian Security Service, possible irregularities in 
the mayoral election, Interfax reported on April 20, cit- 
ing presidential spokeswoman Olena Hromnytska. 

According to Hromnytska, the alleged irregularities 
may include the beating of lawmakers, the disappearance 
of election documents, dismissals of government employ- 
ees, and illegal actions by law-enforcement officers. 

Earlier the same day, Our Ukraine leader Viktor 
Yushchenko met with Kuchma to demand the dismissal of 
the interior minister, the presidential-administration chief, 
and the Transcarpathian Oblast governor over what he 
described as gross violations in the Mukacheve election. 

Yushchenko reportedly presented documentary proof 
to Kuchma that Our Ukraine candidate Baloha was 
robbed of a decisive victory over Nuser, who was sup- 
ported by the head of the presidential administration. 

Yushchenko claimed that according to polling sta- 
tion records, Baloha received 19,385 votes, that is, 
5,500 more than Nuser, whom the local election com- 
mission pronounced the winner. 

Yushchenko also claimed that a riot-police unit beat 
six of its lawmakers who were observing the election 
in Mukacheve.. 

“The election in Mukacheve shows] that bandits and 
authorities are one and the same,” Yushchenko said. 


Falsification detailed 


(RFE/RL)—Anatoliy Matviyenko of the opposition 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc said on April 26 that the re- 
sults of the bitterly contested mayoral election in 
Mukacheve on April 18 were distorted by an exchange 
of 12 polling-station protocols when they were on their 
way to the city election commission after the conclu- 
sion of the ballot. 

Matviyenko was a member of a legislative commis- 
sion that investigated the Mukacheve election contro- 
versy. According to Matviyenko, Our Ukraine candi- 
date Viktor Baloha won the election with 19,385 votes, 
while rival Ernest Nuser, who was supported by the 
presidential administration, garnered 13,895 votes. 

The falsified protocols reportedly gave Nuser 17,416 
votes and Baloha 12,297 votes. 

Our Ukraine claims to have the official copies of poll- 
ing-station protocols from Mukacheve. 


| LYSALTA 


(UNIAN/Ukrayinska Pravda/BBC Monitoring Service/RFE/RL)—Two 
Ukrainian parliament members have quit the pro presidential coalition in 
the legislature over policy disagreements, the UNIAN news agency re- 
ported on April 20. 

Serhiy Bychkov of the Working Ukraine faction and Volodymyr 
Sivkovych of the Regions of Ukraine announced the move amid growing 
speculation in the media that several other MPs may soon leave the loose 
pro-presidential grouping that has a narrow majority in Ukraine’s parlia- 
ment and form an independent faction. 

Bychkoy announced he was leaving Working Ukraine over what he 
described as government pressure and intimidation in the run- -up to the 
April 8 vote on the controversial government-backed constitutional re- 
form bill. Bychkov refused to support the bill, which would transfer most 
of the president’s powers to parliament ahead of the October presidential 
election. The bill was defeated by a narrow margin. 

Speaking in an interview with UNIAN, Bychkov said there were “at- 
tempts to intimidate the MPs”. He refused to specify where the alleged 
threats were coming from, but made an attack against the presidential 
administration, whose chief Viktor Medvedchuk is considered to be the 
architect of the proposed reform. The MP described the presidential ad- 
ministration as a “patronage structure that has taken over the powers of 
the Cabinet of Ministers”. 

The second MP, Volodymyr Sivkovych told UNIAN he was leaving the 
pro-government coalition in protest against the reported beating of sev- 
eral opposition MPs during the mayoral election in the town of Mukacheve. 
The opposition says the election, in which a pro-government candidate 
has claimed victory, was marred by violent attacks on polling stations, 
beatings of election observers and fabrication of the results. 

“The MPs were not just beaten up — they were deliberately humili- 
ated,” Syvkovych told UNIAN. “I believe that under such circumstances 
I should not remain in the [pro-government] parliamentary majority.” 
Meanwhile, Aanew parliamentary group called Centre has emerged in the 
Verkhovna Rada, Interfax reported on April 22, quoting deputy speaker 
Adam Martynyuk. 

Centre has 16 deputies, including Oleksandr Omelchenko and Taras 
Chornovil, former members of the Our Ukraine parliamentary caucus. 

Moreover, the Industrialists and Entrepreneurs/Labor Ukraine caucus 
has dissolved itself and created a Labor Ukraine parliamentary group con- 
sisting of 28 deputies. 

According to Interfax, the current array of forces in the 448-member 
Verkhovna Rada is as follows: Our Ukraine — 100 deputies; Ukraine’s 
Regions — 66; the Communist Party — 59; the Social Democratic Party- 
united — 38; Labor Ukraine — 28; the Socialist Party — 20; the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc — 19; People’s Power — 18; Democratic Initiatives 
— 17; the Agrarian Party — 16; Centre — 16; Popular Choice — 13. 


Pack 
куратора аю 


FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND one 
“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD™ 


FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 


reception centre available 


(adjacent to funeral home) 

serving families since 1941 

prearranged funeral plans 

crematorium on site 

provincial, national & international service 


> LAMONT 


» WILDWOOD 


| SMOKY LAKE 


iW! 
22 
= 
— 
за 
> 
<x 
= 


Thousands commemorate Chornobyl 


CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 
(RFE/RL)—Thousands of veterans of the cleanup operation following || “CorpoRATION ene 
the Chornoby] nuclear accident of 1986 took part in a march in Kyiv on INDEPENDENT il Ll \ 
April 25 to mark the 18th anniversary of the disaster and to demand com- MUTUAL FUND DEALER Ж || ЦІЇ 
pensation for their hard labor and ailing health, ІСТУ Television reported. TERRY LYS aye 
It is important for Ukraine to adopt a national program for minimizing ун 
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the results of the Спогпобу! disaster,” Ukraine’s Chornobyl Union head 
Yuriy Andreyev said. 

“Now we see that the opposite is happening. The revenues side of the 
budget is growing, but the spending on Chornoby] is decreasing from year 
to year.” 

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on the world community 
to provide moral and financial aid to the victims of the Спогпобу! acci- 
dent, Interfax reported on April 26. 

The UN is reportedly carrying out 12 international Chornoby] projects 
estimated at US$6 million. 

Anuclear reactor at the Chornobyl power plant near the Belarusian bor- 
der exploded on April 26, 1986 in a blast that spread radiation over parts 
of Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia as well as northern Europe. 

Many of the marchers carried portraits of loved ones who died in the 
disaster, about which Soviet authorities suppressed news for days. 

Some 4,400 deaths in Ukraine alone are attributed to the tragedy. Seven 
million people in Belarus, Ukraine, and Russia are believed to still have 
physical or psychological ailments from the radiation 
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Mukacheve election 
fraud a wakeup call 


Without question, the municipal election in Mukacheve constituted fraud 
on a massive scale. 

Whether one goes by the exit polls (usually a pretty accurate assess- 
ment of the actual vote) which showed Our Ukraine candidate Viktor 
Baloha leading the hand-picked choice of the Presidential Administra- 
tion, Ernest Nuser by over 2 to 1, or by the legislative commission’s find- 
ings that ,Baloha actually polled 19,385 votes to Nuser’s 13,895, there is 
no doubt that Baloha was the actual winner. This has been confirmed by 
Western election observers. 

Yet the official victory was handed to Nuser. 

It would be useful to point out why this election was held in the first 
place. 

Last year, another Our Ukraine candidate, Vasyl Petiovka won a free 
election against Nuser. But Petiovka was fired by President Leonid 
Kuchma, who then proceeded to install Nuser in his place. This resulted 
in massive protests which were put down by Berkut and Sokil storm troop- 
ers. (The April 18 election too was marred by violence.) 

One of the reasons this city of 85,000, located near the Hungarian bor- 
der is so significant to the Presidential Administration is because it is in 
the Transcarpathian region, which the Head of the Presidential Adminis- 
tration, Viktor Medvedchuk, considers to be his personal fiefdom. As such 
he cannot countenance the possibility of his feudal stronghold falling into 
the hands of his sworn enemies in Our Ukraine. 

But if this is the extent to which the Presidential Administration is pre- 
pared to go in order to hold on to a relatively insignificant population 
centre, then what can be expected when the fate of the entire country is at 
stake? 

Mukacheve has to be considered a dress rehearsal for the really big 
show, which is the October 31 presidential elections. And if this is any 
indication of what can be expected, then it is quite safe to assume that the 
corrupt gangs which run Ukraine can be expected to perpetrate whatever 
amount of falsification, no matter how massive, is necessary to maintain 
their grip on power. 

Canada, the United States and the Organization for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe have all roundly condemned the Mukacheve vote. But 
the question is whether the authorities in Ukraine will take this diplomatic 
censure to heart, or simply ignore it. To date the indications are that they 
will choose to ignore it. 

One may also question how sincere our own government is about en- 
suring fair and honest elections in Ukraine when the Canadian Interna- 
tional Development Agency says it has no budgetary means to increase 
the number of election observers beyond the 20 it sent in the 2002 parlia- 
mentary election in Ukraine, yet somehow manages to dig up $2.1 million 
for elections in Ghana. 

Ukraine is in a critical geopolitical location, especially now that the 
European Union is expanding towards its borders. A democratic Ukraine 
is, in fact, the only thing that stands between the new Europe and an in- 
creasingly resurgent Russian Empire. 

As such it deserves a lot more serious attention from Canada and other 
Wester nations. If diplomatic censures aren’t enough to force Ukraine’s 
ruling authorities to respect the democratic process, then obviously more 
effective methods of pressure have to be applied. 

Mukacheve is a wakeup call for Western democracies. Because if 
Ukraine’s ruling authorities feel they can get away with massive fraud in 
Transcarpathia, they will be emboldened to do so in the presidential elec- 
tions. And that may well signal the end of any hope for democracy in 
Ukraine in the near future. 
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International slave ships 
repatriated home for Paska 


By Genyia Palij-Moore 

Shipping and slavery are the world’s first and oldest 
industries by which most people rely on, for most all 
of the comforts and necessities of life. 

This lawless shipping cabal is wrought with secrecy, 
deceit and horrifying disregard for human life. Global- 
Watch estimates that deaths at sea are at 2,354 annu- 
ally, but again it is hard to know how many more sail- 
ors die because most deaths go unreported. 

Cause of death — “lost at Sea,” is a standard reply to 
families back home. But the real causes of death are 
mandatory beatings, lock-ups and drowning meted out 
to outspoken sailors. Lack of clean water, lack of food, 
malaria, and typhus are contributing factors also and 
the list goes on. 

The U.S. Coast Guard’s Qualship Programme at- 
tempts ship assessments against several criteria includ- 
ing maintenance standards, structural and load line 
deficiencies, age of ship (less than 25 years — more 
than 12 years), deficiencies related to falsified docu- 
ments, improper or no training for crew members, in- 
cluding means of emergency evacuation. 

The І.Т.В. апа І.М.О. recently presented to the UN a 
sailors’ Bill of Rights with an addendum stressing more 
sea patrols against pirates, considering since only Janu- 
ary 2004, four months into the New Year, there have 
already been 445 attacks of piracy. 

From the ports of Crimea to the far reaches around 
the globe’s numerous ports, Ukrainian men constitute 
60% of the world’s seafarers. The Ukrainians have re- 
placed the Filipinos as a source of cheap labour. The 
sailors of Ukraine are the lowest paid, under represented, 
long-suffering, and desperate for American dollars. The 
Montreal 11 who were finally repatriated home with 
full back-pay due to the pressure of the I.T.F. and pub- 
licity from the Ukrainian community of Montreal told 
me they dream of working on ships proudly flying the 
blue and gold flag of Ukraine; captained by Ukrainian 
patriots and crew. Recruiting companies should have 
to pass tight security staffed by strong and trustworthy 
Ukrainian authorities in order to conduct businesses on 
Ukraine’s sovereign territory. 

In other words, the Government of Ukraine should 


give a damn and care about the civic aspirations of its 
society — the people. It serves the interests of some 
governments for their seafarers to be quiet and compli- 
ant so these non-caring governments can market their 
labour force successfully. Big in Ukraine are Yellow 
Unions, which are phony organizations masquerading 
as a Sailor’s union, but in fact are created and financed 
by ship owners or a crewing agent, whose intent is to 
protect foreign ship owners interests only and go about 
setting out substandard employment conditions for sail- 
ors, then illegally extracting money from them on the 
pretence of finding them jobs elsewhere. 

In street parlance, poverty-ridden people are pimped 
by their own corrupt government who in turn gets a cut 
from this transaction. Ukraine must join along with 
other countries in protecting its citizens and coastline 
by refusing admittance to Е.О.С. ships, which pose a 
threat to life and environment. The flags of convenience 
ships represent corrupt owners, corrupt governments 
eluding and evading national laws, sailing under a veil 
(flag) of secrecy, manipulated by terrorists, criminals, 
drug dealers and money launderers. Barefaced corrup- 
tion for political advantage is rampant in present day 
Ukraine, as it has been for so many decades, enslaving 
99% of Ukraine’s people who are pro-West and hope 
in Victor Yuschenko’s Our Ukraine party winning the 
elections in October with committed help from the 
Ukrainian Diaspora. 

жжж 

I’m extending a heart-felt thank-you from the Ukrai- 
nian seafarers to the wonderful help from Montreal’s 
Ukrainian Canadian Professional and Business Asso- 
ciation, the Ukrainian Social Services, Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress Montreal branch President the Very 
Rev. Dr. Ihor Kutash, the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s 
League of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Zustrich, Zytynsky’s Deli and Ukrainian Chas radio 
producer Simon Kouklewsky. 

Khrystos Voskres! Voistyno Voskres! 

Genyia Palij-Moore is a long-time Ukrainian Cana- 
dian human rights activist and the president of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Professional and Business Asso- 
ciation of Montreal. Contact: (514) 723-3948. 


Pro-government coalition proposes 
Yanukovych as joint candidate 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—The leaders of pro-government groups 
in the Verkhovna Rada decided at a meeting on April 
14 to field Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych as their 
joint candidate in the presidential election slated for 
Oct. 31. The decision was communicated to the public 
by Stepan Havrysh, coordinator of the parliamentary 
pro-government coalition. 

“There were no long discussions, and the decision 
was made unanimously,” Havrysh said, adding that the 
meeting was attended by Yanukovych and President 
Leonid Kuchma, along with the leaders of the Agrar- 
ian Party, the Popular Democratic Party, the Party of 
Regions, the Industrialists and Entrepreneurs/Labor 
Ukraine caucus, the Social Democratic Party-united, 
the Democratic Initiatives group, the Popular Choice 
group, and the People’s Power group. Havrysh also said 
Yanukovych was appointed as the joint candidate of 
“democratic forces” on the condition that he will final- 
ize the constitutional reform that suffered a setback in 
the Verkhovna Rada on April 8. 

The rather inconspicuous nomination of Yanukovych 
has spawned a lot of disparate comments in the Ukrai- 
nian media, all of which, however, include the same 
explicit or implicit question: is this true? Has Presi- 
dent Kuchma really decided to throw his support be- 
hind Yanukovych in the presidential race? Have other 
heavyweights of the pro-Kuchma camp really decided 
to squash their political ambitions and back the presi- 
dential bid of the “Donetsk don,” as some nonstate me- 
dia refer to the Ukrainian prime minister? 

One explanation for Kuchma’s move may be his in- 
tention to react in a politically impressive manner to 
the discouraging rejection of the constitutional-reform 
bill by the Verkhovna Rada on April 8. By fielding 
Yanukovych for the presidential race and making him 
pledge to push for a political reform despite the recent 
failure, Kuchma may have wanted to show that he still 
knows what to do and remains in control of the politi- 
cal game in Ukraine. 

Likewise, by making Yanukovych a “guarantor” of 
further reformist efforts Kuchma may want to prevent 
the pro-government parliamentary coalition from split- 


ting up and, possibly, fielding an uncoordinated num- 
ber of presidential candidates to challenge Our Ukraine 
leader Viktor Yushchenko. The threat of such a split 
became clearly visible on April 8, when the constitu- 
tional-reform bill promoted by Kuchma was supported 
by 212 deputies from the pro-government opposition, 
which was significantly below the majority of 226 votes 
required to adopt most decisions in the Verkhovna Rada. 
Besides, Ukrainian media have reported that an unspeci- 
fied number of pro-government coalition lawmakers 
elected under a first-past-the-post system in 2002 de- 
cided to set up a separate caucus in the legislature. 

If Kuchma is quite serious about promoting 
Yanukovych as a joint candidate of the pro-government 
coalition, not as a tactical figurehead who may be 
dumped at some moment in the future, then of course 
Kuchma has made a reasonable choice. Yanukovych, 
with surveys giving him nearly 15 percent support 
among the electorate, is by far the most popular politi- 
cian in the Kuchma entourage. And the post of prime 
minister is widely believed to be the best springboard 
for launching and conducting a highly efficient elec- 
tion campaign in Ukraine. 

The behavior of Yanukovych’s potential allies — oli- 
garchs from the pro-Kuchma and, in theory, pro- 
Yanukovych coalition — is a different question. One 
of them, former Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoytenko, 
has already announced that he does not like Yanukovych 
as a presidential candidate. Pustovoytenko, who leads 
the Popular Democratic Party, suggested on April 19 
that his party may field a different presidential candi- 
date. “I think that a joint candidate [of the pro-govern- 
ment coalition] should be the one who is supported not 
by individual party leaders and political figures but by 
the overwhelming majority of Ukrainian citizens,” 
Pustovoytenko said in a public statement on April 19. 

Thus, there is a big question mark hovering over 
Yanukovych’s political fate. Most parties forming the 
pro-government coalition will reportedly decide 
whether to support Yanukovych in the presidential elec- 
tion during their congresses planned for June. And they 


may simply refuse such support if a am psa 
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Common ground reached | Russian, Ukrainian, коза 


оп border agreements 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—In an unusual move, the Ukrai- 
nian and Russian parliaments on April 20 si- 
multaneously ratified three important agree- 
ments. Two concerned borders, including that 
governing the Sea of Azov and the Kerch 
Strait, which were the focus of a bitter dis- 
pute last fall. 

A dispute last autumn over the border be- 
tween Ukraine and Russia in the area of the 
Sea of Azov led to a tense political drama, 
with Ukraine even deploying troops there. 

The Агоу seabed is reputedly rich in oil 
reserves, while the Kerch Strait, which per- 
mits access to the Black Sea, is of strategic 
military importance. 

Last year, Russian authorities unilaterally 
started building a dam across the Kerch Strait 
toward the tiny Ukrainian island of Tuzla. 
Ukraine warned it would not allow construc- 
tion to proceed to its side of the waterway 
and implied it would use force by posting sol- 
diers on Tuzla. 

The work was halted after both sides agreed 
to negotiations. 

Ukraine has long wanted an international 
line in the sea to define who owns what. 

Russia, however, has always pressed for 
joint control of the strait and for exploitation 
of the Sea of Azov. Moscow also wanted to 
change the previous status, under which 
Ukzaine effectively controlled entry to the Sea 
of Azov. 

The April 20 agreement gives Russia what 
it wanted. It fixes the legal status of the Sea 
of Azov and the Kerch Strait as inland waters 
of the two countries. It provides for joint use 
of the Azov-Kerch water area and bans the 
entry of warships of third countries without 
mutual consent. That will prevent Ukraine 
from inviting NATO warships to joint maneu- 
vers in the Sea of Azov, something it has never 
done but a possibility Russia wanted to sink. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
said a detailed resolution of the Tuzla dam 
issue is still in the works, but he assured the 
Russian State Duma that all of Russia’s inter- 
ests will be taken into account. 

The two parliaments also ratified an agree- 
ment on the Russian-Ukrainian state border, 
which was signed by the presidents of both 
countries in January 2003. It concerns regu- 
lations for border crossings by private indi- 
viduals and commercial entities and stipulates 
the permanency of the border. 

The third treaty ratified April 20 is an agree- 
ment for a Single Economic Space (SES), 


which envisages a common tax code, customs 
union, foreign-trade policy, and joint finan- 
cial policies, possibly leading to a common 
currency. 

Lavrov said the ratifications meet the goal 
of strengthening the “strategic partnership” 
between Russia and Ukraine. However, he 
said Moscow is dissatisfied with some aspects 
of its relations with Kyiv, particularly its de- 
sire to join NATO. 

“Clearly, not everything in Russian-Ukrai- 
nian relations is satisfactory to us. We have 
taken note of the recent growth of the so- 
called Euro-Atlantic vector in Ukraine’s for- 
eign policy and the increased level of its co- 
operation with NATO,” Lavrov said. “There 
are still problems with the humanitarian rights 
of our fellow countrymen [in Ukraine]. Nev- 
ertheless, we are convinced that the develop- 
ment of a strategic partnership between our 
countries must be active, and not passive.” 

The human rights concern refers to 
Ukraine’s announcement April 14 that all of 
the country’s national radio and television 
channels must broadcast in Ukrainian, with 
other languages being used only in areas with 
a significant ethnic minority. 

The ruling has angered many of the mil- 
lions of ethnic Russians who live in Ukraine. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Kostyantyn 
Hryshchenko said the three agreements “meet 
the country’s national interests.” Referring to 
the Azov and Kerch accord, he said Ukraine 
and Russia will use the sea jointly but that 
each country will have its own zone of re- 
sponsibility. 

Opponents say the agreements threaten 
Ukraine’s sovereignty. 

Referring to the Azov and Kerch agreement, 
a member of parliament from the opposition 
party Our Ukraine, Oleh Tyahnebok, says 
deputies were not provided with information 
before the vote explaining where the borders 
ran. 

“As to the agreement between Ukraine and 
Russia about the border, I didn’t want mem- 
bers of parliament to be blind kittens, but they 
voted without maps or definitions of the na- 
tional borders,” Tyahnebok said. “We didn’t 
see where this border between Ukraine and 
Russia was. This is a threat because Russia, 
which was always greedy for territory as far 
as Ukraine went, can according to its docu- 
ments grab half of Ukraine.” 

The Ukrainian parliament stipulated the 
agreements must not contradict the country’s 
constitution. 


Coalition proposes Yanukovych 


Cont from Page 6 
by Kuchma to do so. 

By supporting the government’s action plan 
for 2004 last month, the pro-government par- 
liamentary coalition has stripped itself of the 
right to vote Yanukovych out of his office 
within the following year and thus deprive him 
of administrative leverage in the presidential 
election campaign in the event he decides to 
тип on his own, without the support of coali- 
tion allies. But Kuchma may sack both 
Yanukovych and his cabinet any time he likes, 
without consulting anyone on such a step. In 
other words, Kuchma still remains the crucial 
political figure in the country, which deter- 
mines the rules of the game, despite an appar- 
ent glitch in his constitutional-reform efforts. 

Earlier this year, Yanukovych reportedly 


asked Kuchma to replace several regional 
governors. This is quite understandable — the 
premier wants to have his own people in the 
provinces for the upcoming election cam- 
paign. Kuchma has so far not reacted to 
Yanukovych’s request. That may be an indi- 
cator that he has not yet decided whether 
Yanukovych is the right man for the presi- 
dential job. At any rate, closely watching 
Kuchma’s behavior in the following month 
or two seems to be a more sensible and en- 
lightening task than reading a plethora of 
speculations, assumptions, and rumors carried 
by the Ukrainian press in connection with 
political reform and the upcoming presiden- 
tial ballot. For the time being, nobody seems 
to know anything for sure in Ukraine, Kuchma 
included. 


Yanukovych catching up to Yushchenko 


(UkrNews/UNIAN/Interfax-Ukraine)— 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych is pulling 
up to Our Ukraine leader in public opinion polls. 

In a Democratic Initiatives Fund and Socis 
Center poll released April 26, 36.4% of Ukrai- 
nians said they would vote for Yushchenko, 
and 32.8% for Yanukovych in the second 
round of elections. As the margin of error in 
the poll is 3%, that means the second round 
could go either way. 

During the first round, 21.8% would sup- 


port Yushchenko, 16.4 Yanukovych, 10.3% 
Communist leader Petro Symonenko, 7.5% 
current President Leonid Kuchma, 4.8% So- 
cialist leader Oleksandr Moroz, 4.1% Yulia 
Tymoshenko, 4% Heorhiy Kyrpa, 2.3% 
Natalia Vitrenko, 1.5% Serhiy Tihipko, 1.2% 
Victor Medvedchuk and 0.8% Volodymyr 


Lytvyn. 

The poll was conducted among 1200 re- 
spondents during April 1-12 in all regions of 
Ukraine. 


parliaments ratify SES treaty 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—The lower houses of the Ukrai- 
nian, Russian, and Kazakh parliaments have 
ratified a treaty that envisages a Single Eco- 
nomic Space (SES) in which regulation of 
their economies would be shared and trade 
tariffs abolished to ensure the free movement 
of goods, services, capital, and labor. 

The treaty also calls for common foreign 
trade, tax, credit rules, and jointly forged fi- 
nancial policies, with the possibility of an 
eventual common currency. 

The SES is initially seen as a four-state body 
that will also include Belarus. The presidents 
of all four countries agreed to the formation 
of the SES last fall. 

Belarus’ President Alyaksandr Lukashenka 
has been a keen proponent of the plan and 
formerly made his country’s ratification con- 
ditional on Ukraine joining. Lukashenka has 
had a number of quarrels with Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin in the last year, but his 
administration says it will decide on mem- 
bership soon. 

The lower house of Kazakhstan’s parlia- 
ment, the Mazhilis, overwhelmingly ratified 
the treaty April 21. Russia’s State Duma rati- 
fied the agreement April 20 almost without 
dissent, with 408 of its 450 lawmakers vot- 
ing in favor. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov, speaking in Moscow April 20, praised 
the SES ratification. 

“These treaties and agreements on the 
Single Economic Space serve both our inter- 
ests and Ukraine’s interests,’ Lavrov said. 
“They will help our countries get closer to- 
gether, not move apart.” 

State Duma Speaker Boris Gryzlov pointed 
out what he said were some of its benefits. 

“There is no doubt that the creation of a 
Single Economic Space will lead to a consid- 
erable improvement in trade and capital flow,” 
Gryzlov said. “It will help us initiate new pro- 
cesses in the economies of the two countries.” 

In Ukraine Арпії 20, the treaty was passed 
with 265 votes in the 450-seat parliament. It 
was supported by an alliance of pro-presiden- 
tial deputies and by the Communist Party, 
which favors closer ties with Russia. Mem- 
bers of the pro-reform opposition, as well as 
the Socialists, voted against it, saying it will 
lead to a loss of economic sovereignty. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych praised the agreement, saying 
Russia is Ukraine’s strategic partner and pre- 
dicting trade in goods and services between 
Kyiv and Moscow will increase to US$20 
billion this year from a 2003 turnover of less 
than $16 billion. 

He said the SES deal “paves the path for 
bringing the Ukrainian economy [to] a quali- 
tatively new level of development.” 

Ukraine says the deal with Russia is neces- 
sary to counter its exclusion from European 
Union expansion on May 1, when 10 new 
members join. Three of Ukraine’s former 
communist neighbors — Poland, Hungary, 
and Slovakia — are joining, and Ukraine fears 
it will be stuck on the wrong side of a new 
economic “Iron Curtain.” 

Yanukovych said entry into the SES “will 
increase Ukraine’s competitiveness on world 
markets and provide for accession in the Eu- 
ropean Union under new conditions.” 

Ukrainian critics of the deal say Kyiv’s in- 
volvement in the SES will do precisely the op- 
posite, however. They say Ukraine’s efforts to 
join the EU or the World Trade Organization 


EU, SES may be incompatible 
(RFE/RL)—Deputy Foreign Minister 
Oleksandr Chalyy said in an interview with 
the “Biznes” weekly on April 26 that 
Ukraine’s main foreign-policy challenge in 
the near future will be the “impossibility” о 
combining integration in the European Union 
with membership of the Single Economic 
Space (SES) comprising Ukraine, Russia, 
Belarus, and Kazakhstan, Interfax reported. 
Chalyy said Ukraine can continue its Euro- 
pean-integration policy provided the SES is 
restricted to a free-trade area, but it cannot 
integrate with the EU if the SES develops into 
a full-fledged customs union. 


will be hampered by making all the adjustments 
necessary to fulfill its obligations under the SES. 

Serhiy Shevchuk, a member of Ukraine’s 
National Democratic Party and of the parlia- 
mentary committee on integration into the 
European Union, said: “Strategically, this has 
only negative connotations in so far as — just 
to mention one other aspect — Ukraine’s as- 
pirations to join the World Trade Organiza- 
tion. We’ve already signed more than 20 pro- 
tocols with important countries. We’re close 
to membership [in the WTO], and they could 
let us into this international trading organiza- 
tion. But we have signed this ratification of 
an agreement that includes a provision about 
a unified approach to WTO entry. This essen- 
tially means “God forbid that Ukraine enters 
before Belarus or Russia.” 

Western diplomats and institutions have 
wamed that SES membership could poten- 
tially cause difficulties for Ukraine. U.S. 
Ambassador to Ukraine John Herbst and the 
first deputy managing director of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, Anne Krueger, have 
said SES membership could complicate EU 
integration and Kyiv’s accession to the WTO. 

However, last summer an EU representa- 
tive in Kyiv, Steffen Kovmand, said that al- 
though he hadn’t been shown details of the 
agreement, there was nothing to indicate that 
the EU had any reason to worry over its rela- 
tionship with Ukraine. 

Other Ukrainian deputies have said SES 
membership imperils Ukraine’s sovereignty. 
Oleh Tyahnebok, a member of the country’s 
largest opposition party, Our Ukraine, said af- 
ter the April 20 vote: “What actually took 
place today was a surrender of Ukraine’s na- 
tional interests. Ukraine signed what could be 
called a second Soviet treaty, and we are faced 
with the real possibility of losing our eco- 
nomic sovereignty because this document is 
not about a zone of free trade — it’s a loss of 
our borders, a loss of our customs barriers. 
Accordingly, Ukraine can be deprived of its 
economic independence when there will be a 
massive influx of Russian capital in an un- 
controlled way. Therefore, I regard the rati- 
fied treaty about Ukraine’s entry into the 
[Single Economic Space] was a betrayal of 
Ukraine’s national interests.” 

He and others opposed to the treaty say that, 
under its terms, Russia will inevitably domi- 
nate key decisions because voting rights are 
proportional to the economic strength of the 
four member states. Russia’s GDP totaled 
$346 billion in 2002, while Ukraine’s was $41 
billion, Belarus’ $14 billion, and Kazakhstan’s 
$6 billion. 

Shevchuk said: “Decisions of the SES ex- 
ecutive body will be made on the basis of the 
proportionate strength of the members’ econo- 
mies. That allows Ukraine, in the best circum- 
stances, 16 percent, but probably 10 percent, 
and Russia will have more than half the vot- 
ing rights. That means that Ukraine will have 
the right to agree, to disagree, or to sit in si- 
lence, and any of these options will yield the 
same result because decisions will be made 
only by the Russian side. This is what’s called 
a division along fraternal lines.” 

Yanukovych said Ukraine will only com- 
ply with SES regulations that do not contra- 
dict the constitution. He does not rule out the 
possibility that other former Soviet republics 
will join the new economic union. 


Belarus ratifies SES deal 


(RFE/RL)—The Belarusian parliament on 
April 22 ratified the Single Economic Space 
agreement creating a free-trade zone with 
Russia, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine. Belarus’s 
was the last of the four countries’ legislatures 
to ratify the agreement. The parliament voted 


f 84-2 to approve the treaty. Belarusian Deputy 


Foreign Minister Vasily Pugachev told par- 
liament that “the agreement strengthens the 
integration processes in the post-Soviet 
sphere,” but he cautioned that the agreement 
might not mean barriers between the four 
countries will be eliminated any time soon. 
The presidents of the four countries are sched- 
uled to meet in Kyiv in late May to discuss 
the free-trade zone. 
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Myroslava Gongadze receives flowers from Andriy Peknyy. 


Ukraine may die without 
Western help, Gongadze says 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine may die without Western support for democratic 
forces, said the speaker at the banquet closing the “Building the Future” 
Conference of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta Provincial Coun- 
cil, held at the Chateau Louis Cenference Centre in Edmonton, April 24. 

Speaking on the development of the mass media in Ukraine, Myroslava 
Gongadze, widow of slain journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, compared Ukraine 
to person whose organism begins fighting a disease at an advanced stage 
of its development. 

In Ukraine’s case, the organism only began to fight the spread of totali- 
tarianism in 2000, the year her husband was murdered, she said. 

“At that time hundreds and thousands of people who had tired of keep- 
ing silent came out with demonstrations of protests. When the protests 
failed to achieve the resignation of the president, the people went to the 
ballot stations and, in 2002 the democratic forces received over 60 per 
cent support from the citizens,” she said, speaking in Ukrainian. 

“But, today’s Ukraine finds itself in a particularly critical state. She 
needs help. The people aren’t yet sufficiently strong and conscious that 
they could deal with this disease on their own. The healthy forces within 
Ukrainian society need support from the Western democratic community. 
They need your support,” she said. 

Gongadze divided the development of Ukraine mass media into four 
distinct periods. She categorized the first, running roughly from 1991-94, 
as the era of discovery. During this period, which followed the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, the media enjoyed unlimited freedom, but lacked the 
experience and knowledge necessary to take advantage of it. 

With time, however, practice began to produce results and it appeared 
that the development has heading in the right direction. 

However, during the second period from 1994-97, which she termed 
that of “relative freedom”, the post-Communist forces with their “undy- 
ing totalitarian mentality” slowly began to regain their strength and con- 
trol the media — first through its owners — then directly. 

She recalled how her late husband was hauled on the carpet by his sta- 
tion owners over a television program he aired on the Dnipropetrovsk 
clan and subsequently had to have his programs reviewed prior to broad- 
cast. 

This she termed a period of self-censorship, when media owners them- 
selves tried to avoid controversial subjects. 

The self-censorship evolved into direct censorship in 1997-2000. 

“Tt was characterized by the fact that, having given in to external pres- 
sure and directives from the authorities, Ukrainian journalists, with no- 
table exceptions, gave up on producing hard-hitting items, closed their 
eyes to existing problems and gave up telling society about the tendencies 
towards usurpation of authority by President Kuchma and his entourage, 
corruption, and crime” she said. 

“Not feeling any pressure from the media, and taking advantage of the 
virtual absence of any real opposition in the country, President Kuchma and 
his entourage gradually concentrated practically all the levers of power in 
their hands and Ukraine was transformed from a potential democratic state 
into a semi-authoritarian state, or a country with a controlled democracy.” 

The year 2000 was a watershed in that the murder of her husband, and 
the subsequent revelation that Kuchma had personally ordered his death, 
galvanized the Ukrainian journalistic community. 

“When Heorhiy disappeared, I realized that you cannot protect yourself 
by keeping silent and tried to convince my colleagues of this. And I am 
glad that many of them did realize this. They understood that anyone of 
them could be in Heorhiy’s place. Until they demonstrate journalistic soli- 
darity and start to defend their rights — to write and speak freely, simply 
to perform their professional duty — their freedom and probably their life 

will be endangered,” she said. 


(UktNews)—Ukraine has no future if its future moth- 
ers are trafficked into prostitution and returned home, 
broken, psychologically shattered and riddled with dis- 
ease, said the keynote speaker at the “Building the Fu- 
ture” Conference of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
— Alberta Provincial Council, held at the Chateau Louis 
Conference Centre in Edmonton, April 24. 

“Our sisters and daughters must not be fodder for 
the international flesh trade — the greed of brutal crimi- 
nals — and the perverted sex drives of despicable men,” 
said Victor Malarek, author of the book “The Natashas 
— The New Global Sex Trade” which exposes the traf- 
ficking of East European women. 

“Every single one of us must keep in mind this one 
paramount fact — these young women and girls are 


them, and what will become of their homelands, if we 
continue to ignore this crisis? 

“The trafficking of women and girls for sexual ex- 
ploitation is an affront to the dignity of all women. It is 
an affront to the universality of human rights. 

“For me, The Natashas is a call to action — It is a 
call to all women’s rights groups and human rights or- 
ganizations worldwide to yell loud and clear — it’s 
time to stop the traffic,” he declared. 

Malarek said that he decided to write the book after 
discovering the number of women from Eastern Eu- 
rope working as prostitutes during his travels. 

"І refused to believe that so many, many young 
women would opt for this very dangerous and sordid 
way of life. My gut told me something more was be- 
hind this, and in The Natashas, I set out to expose what 
is really going on. 

What he discovered was the abuse and exploitation 
of hundreds of thousands “of the most innocent and 
vulnerable of our society — girls and young women.” 

The root causes of the globalization of the sex trade 
lie in the poverty caused by repressive economic poli- 
cies initiated by international banks and repressive im- 
migration policies that prompt many women to roll the 
dice and takes their chances, he explained. 

While human trafficking is not new, its global so- 
phistication is. “It has become a global business that 
reaps enormous profits for traffickers and organized 
crime syndicates.” 

Another factor 15 the demand generated by “johns”, 
who find the Internet a tool for instant gratification. 

«Му research on The Natashas led me to опе chill- 
ing conclusion about the Internet: it is the steamiest 
whorehouse on the planet.” 

Terming this sex trade “a human rights tragedy of 
horrific proportions”, Malarek said that the wholesale 
rape of girls and women occurs “because of national 
and international government complacency, complic- 
ity and corruption.” 

He blamed both governments on the sending end, 
and those like Germany, The Netherlands, Italy, Greece, 
Serbia, Turkey, Israel, Canada and the United States 


the potential mothers of a nation. What will become of 
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Ukraine has no future if future 
mothers prostituted, Malarek says 


Victor Malarek 


“Our sisters and daughters 
must not be fodder for the 
international flesh trade — the 
greed of brutal criminals - and 
the perverted sex drives of 
despicable men.” 


on the receiving end. 

“Any government that cannot and will not protect 
its most vulnerable citizens should be turfed out of 
power to make room for someone who will tackle this 
issue with forceful commitment. 

“But even more contemptible are the nations that take 
these women and girls to feed the cravings of their de- 
praved men — and buffer up the tax coffers from sex 
tourism. 

“These are the nations that should truly hold their 
heads in shame. They should know better and they 
should be pulling out all the stops to put an end to the 
misery that their citizens and the sex tourists are caus- 
ing,” Malarek said. 

What is needed to stop this trade is to enforce exist- 
ing laws with increased vigour, train judges and police 
officers in the reality of what’s going on, and provide 
support services to trafficked women. 

Malarek also urged that the bank accounts of crimi- 
nals dealing in trafficked women be impounded and 
the money distributed to the victims and rescue agen- 
cies. 

“What lies before all of us is a monumental battle, 
but it is one that can be won. And we should all be 
involved in this issue.” 


Ambassador Maimeskul presents 
credentials to Governor-General 


(UkrNews)—April 20 in Ottawa 
Ukraine’s Mykola Maimeskul pre- 
sented the Letters of Credence ac- 
crediting him as Ambassador Ex- 
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Ukraine to Canada by Governor 
General Adrienne Clarkson. 

During the meeting with 
Clarkson, Maimeskul noted that in 
spite of huge geographic distance 
the two countries are close in their 
strong appreciation of the universal 
democratic values. And it is our 
common goal to make the world a 
better and safer place to live. 

In her turn, the Governor General 
expressed her belief in good pros- 
pects of bilateral relations based on 
long lasted historic and cultural ties 
as well as people to people relations. 

Clarkson greeted the distin- 
guished guests, among them Sena- 
tor Raynell Andreychuk, President 
of Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Eugene Czolij, and representatives 
of Ukrainian diplomatic mission 
with the beginning of Ambassador’s 
official tenure in office. 


PHOTO — SGT ERIC JOLIN, DND 
Mykola Maimeskul with Governor General Adrienne Clarkson. 


New initiatives in Ukrainian 
language education 


By Olena Zabolotna, URDC 

Much is being said to address the 
growing role of second languages. 
According to the Alberta Learning 
study on the /mpact of Second Lan- 
guage Education, the benefits of 
learning a second language extend 
to the highly positive influence on 
intellectual potential, scholastic 
achievements, first language skills, 
citizenship and economy. Now there 
is concrete evidence that second lan- 
guages are becoming an important 
reality in Alberta’s schools. Starting 
in the 2006/07 school year, the learn- 
ing of a second language, in addi- 
tion to English and French, will be 
a requirement in the Grade 4 cur- 
riculum. Thereafter, this require- 
ment will be phased in one grade 
level each year until Grade 9. This 
means that by 2011/12, all Grade 4- 
9 students will be studying a second 
language in all schools of Alberta. 
Local school jurisdictions will make 
their own decisions as to which lan- 
guage courses to offer. Alberta 
Learning is now in the process of 
developing curricula for language 
arts, digital learning resources and 
appropriate teaching techniques for 
seven languages: Chinese, Cree, 
French, German, Japanese, Spanish, 
and Ukrainian. This initiative will 
require that other areas are also ad- 
dressed, such as language teacher 
development, provincial languages 
assessment plan, development of 
programs of study and selection of 
resources. 

The new language policy has trig- 
gered exciting initiatives within the 
Ukrainian-language programs, 
which presently involve both the 
Ukrainian Resource and Develop- 
ment Centre (URDC), Grant 
MacEwan College under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Roman Petryshyn, and 
the Canada Ukraine Foundation 
(CUF). URDC has undertaken the 
development of an instructional de- 
sign for Ukrainian Language Arts 
10-20-30 (the high school Ukrainian 
bilingual program), while CUF’s 
Consortium of Educators is respon- 
sible for conducting a search for re- 
sources for the Ukrainian language 
and culture programs. Both projects 
are being supported with funding 
from Alberta Learning. John 
Sokolowski, Team Leader Interna- 
tional Languages, Alberta Learning, 
pointed out that the new second lan- 
guage policy represents an excellent 
opportunity to “re-develop and sup- 
port the Ukrainian second language 
programs by developing the new 
Ukrainian Language and Culture 
programs or core courses”. 

The new instructional design 
document is being developed ac- 
cording to the methodology put for- 
ward in “Understanding by Design” 
by Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins. 
In a nutshell, the method is espe- 
cially useful for the teachers, assess- 
ment specialists, curriculum direc- 
tors and educators in designing cur- 
ricula and teaching techniques that 
would facilitate the achievement of 
desired learning outcomes found in 
programs of study. The main learn- 
ing outcome to be emphasized is a 
deep understanding of course mate- 
rial defined by abilities to explain, 
interpret, emphasize, and apply, 

whereas the traditional assessment 
techniques primarily test the abili- 
ties to recall course materials by stu- 
dents. “Understanding by Design” 


A 
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Anna Biscoe and Peter Savaryn with Alberta Learning Minister Dr. Lyle 
Oberg (centre), during the April 22 Edmonton ceremony in which Dr. 
Oberg unveiled details of a new language initiative. Under this program 
all Alberta students in Grades four to nine will study a second language. 


shifts the gears for educators, em- 
phasizing the importance of measur- 
ing all aspects of understanding, in- 
depth knowledge and comprehen- 
sion, rather than plain recollection. 
It also provides a framework for the 
practical implementation of the con- 
cepts and their use in curriculum 
design and instruction techniques. 
Thus, one of the goals of the cur- 
rent project is to apply these con- 
cepts to develop appropriate learn- 
ing resources and activities specifi- 
cally for Ukrainian 10-20-30. 

The project team consists of cur- 
riculum designers and developers, 
teachers and consultants, who bring 
their expertise from various areas. 
It is headed and coordinated by 
Anna Biscoe (URDC). Among the 
participating organizations is the 
Ukrainian Language Education 
Centre, Canadian Institute of Ukrai- 
nian Studies, at the University of 
Alberta. Marusia Petryshyn, direc- 
tor of ULEC, is providing her ex- 
pertise and direction in preparing 
and publishing of Ukrainian Lan- 
guage Arts learning resources. The 
developers of the project also work 
in close collaboration with educa- 
tors to share best practices and ex- 
periences. The design tem includes 
Cheryl Lewis (Curriculum Devel- 
oper, French as a Second Language 
and Instructional Design Team 
Leader), Daria Porochiwnyk (ULA 
10-20-30 teacher, Austin O’Brien 
High School), Halyna Kaluzhna (a 
teacher of English for Specific Pur- 
poses in the Ivan Franko National 
University of Lviv), Halia Czar 
(Editor International Languages), 
and Orysia Huk (teacher at Austin 
O’Brien, Ukrainian Language Arts, 
Grade 11). Technology experts have 
also been brought into the project 
team to provide expertise in using 
digitized resources and Web-based 
technologies for language learning. 

To ensure the effective cohesion 
of the design team and allow for 
other developers to have a similar 
approach, it was essential to orga- 
nize an “Understanding by design” 
workshop. Organized by CUF, the 
event took place on Jan. 21-23. It 
provided training for about 30 indi- 
viduals to learn and apply “Under- 
standing by Design” methodology 
in practice. This workshop has 
brought together educators from dif- 
ferent fields and institutions — 
URDC, CUR ULEC,” Grant 
MacEwan College, the Ukrainian 


Canadian School Board, Toronto 
branch, and the Curriculum (Inter- 
national Languages), French Lan- 
guage Services, and Learning Tech- 
nology branches of Alberta Learn- 
ing. Lida Andrushko, director of the 
CUF Lviv office, Ukraine, and the 
school principal, also came to learn 
and share in the experience. Dr. John 
Brown, an educational consultant 
with the Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development (Al- 
exandria, Virginia) and an expert in 
“Understanding by Design”, con- 
ducted the seminar. All this ensured 
a highly effective workshop for the 
members of participating organiza- 
tions. It was evaluated by its partici- 
pants as being exceptionally useful 
and valuable for educators. 
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10 
+ Євгенія Ярмолюк 


(3 листопада 1910 -- 


З глибоким жалем ділимося з 
рідними, приятелями і знайомими, 
що 24 березня, 2004 року в 
Едмонтоні померла наша мама 
Евгенія Ярмолюк з дому Савка. 

Народилася 3 листопада, 1910 
року в селі Озерянка Тернопіль- 
ської області, Україна, в родині 
Максима і Анни Савків. Зау- 
покійні парастаси відбулися 29 
березня в Едмонтоні i 31 березня 
2004 р. в Торонті. Тіло покійної 
Евгенії поховано 1 квітня на цвин- 
тарі св. Володимира в Оуквіл Он- 
таріо біля Торонта. 

В глибокому смутку залиши- 
лись: Дочка - Софія з мужем Яро- 
славом Скрипником; Син — Юрій 
Ярмолюк з дружиною Гельгою; 
Внуки - Андрій Скрипник, Ксеня 
Скрипник-Бубель з мужем Іва- 
ном. Остап Скрипник з дружиною 
Мартою Гелен Петерсон, Анна 
Петерсон; Правнуки - Адріян 
Бубель, Гриць Бубел, Іванка 
Скрипник, Оленка Скрипник; 
- Племінники - Александра 3 
мужем Павлом Палієнком з дітьми 


24 березня 2004) 


i внуками, Христя з мужем Ігорем 
Хоптяним і дітьми, Роман з 
дружиною Ніною Савка i дітьми, 
Орест з дружиною Зеньою Савка 
і дітьми в Україні; Ближча і 
дальша родина в Канаді та 
Україні. 

Замість квітів родина просить 
бажаючих складати пожертви на 
Пласт в Україні або фонд Дітям 
Чорнобиля. 


Буш старший їде з 
приватним візитом 


(Українська правда) -Бувший президент США Джордж Буш- 
старший може відвідати Україну з приватним візитом. 
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Американці перевірять, чи не 
залишилось в Україні небезпечної зброї 


(Українська правда/УНІАН)- -До України прибу- 
ла група експертів Агенції зі зменшення загрози 
Міністерства оборони Сполучених Штатів Америки. 

Як повідомили у прес-службі Міноборони YK— 
раїни 27-го квітня, до складу робочої групи, яку 
очолює заступник керівника Програми ліквідації 
стратегічних наступальних озброєнь в Україні Гол-- 
колм, увійшли також представники фірми "Рейтіон", 
яка виконувала роботи з ліквідації стратегічних 
наступальних озброєнь на території нашої держави. 

Основна мета візиту американських експертів 
полягає у обговоренні технічних питань Програми 
ліквідації стратегічних наступальних озброєнь в 
Україні, а також ознайомленні з ходом реалізації 
Програми спільного зменшення загрози в Україні 
на об'єктах Збройних Сил України. 

Як передбачається, під час перебування у нашій 
державі американські експерти відвідають військові 
частини Військово-Повітряних Сил України, що 
розташовані у містах Миколаїв та Озерне (Жито-- 
мирської області), де проводяться ліквідаційні робо - 
ти в рамках Програми спільного зменшення загрози. 

Робота групи експертів Агенції зі зменшення 3ar— 
рози Міністерства оборони США в Україні трива-- 
тиме до 29 квітня. 

У прес-службі МОУ нагадали, що після розпаду 
СРСР в силу історичних обставин Україна успад-- 
кувала величезний ракетно-ядерний потенціал. Ha— 
ша держава стала власником 220 одиниць страте-- 
гічних носіїв, в числі яких 130 ракет РС-18 (СС- 
19), 46 найсучасніших ракет РС-22 (СС-24), 44 
важких бомбардувальників, обладнаних 1068 крила- 
тими ракетами повітряного базування великої даль - 
ності. Відповідно до умов Договору CTAPT-1 за ци-- 
ми носіями було зараховано сумарно 1944 ядерних 
зарядів. 

30 жовтня 2001 року в Миколаївській області по-- 
близу міста Первомайськ було знищено останню 
шахтно-пускову установку (ШПУ) для міжконти-- 
нентальних балістичних ракет (MBP) PC-22. Ця по- 


дія позначила повне виконання нашою державою 30— 
бов'язань перед світовою спільнотою у зв'язку з під- 
писанням Лісабонського протоколу до Договору 
CTAPT-1. 

Ще раніше, у період з 1996 no 1999 роки, було 
знято з бойового чергування усі 13 ракетних полків 
MBP РС- 18, ліквідовано 130 ШПУ для рідкопалив-- 
них ракет РС-18, а 111 ракет цього типу ліквідовано 
в Україні на комплексі нейтралізації у місті Дніпро- 
петровську, 19 ракет РС-18 передано Російській 
Федерації. 

Крім того, у період з 1996 по 1999 роки Україна 
ліквідувала 29 літаків Ту-160 i Ty-95 MC та 487 
крилатих ракет повітряного базування класу Х-55. 
Згідно з домовленістю між Україною та Росією, 
останній було передано три Ту-95 МС, вісім Ту - 
160 (з 38, що підлягали ліквідації) та 581 крилатих 
ракет повітряного базування. Їх передислокацію 
було завершено 21 лютого 2000 року. Два 
бомбардувальника Ту-95 МС було переобладнано у 
літаки-розвідники, а по одному Ту-160 та Ту-95 МС 
стали музейними експонатами. 

У листопаді 2002 року було розпочато роботи з 
ліквідації списаних та небоєздатних важких бомбар-- 
дувальників Ty-22 M2 і Ty-22 M3 та 225 крилатих 
ракет Х-22. До кінця 2005 року в ході ліквідаційних 
робіт планується знищити 31 важкий бомбардуваль - 
ник серії Ту-22. Зокрема, у Полтаві - 12 літаків Ту- 
22M3, а у Миколаєві - 17 літаків Ty-22 М212 літаки 
Ту-22 М3. 

Фінансування ліквідаційних робіт здійснюється за 
рахунок коштів, виділених американським урядом 
у рамках угоди "Про надання допомоги Україні в 
ліквідації стратегічної ядерної зброї і запобіганні 
поширення зброї масового знищення", підписаної 25 
листопада 1993 року між Україною i США. Кон- 
тракт на проведення робіт було підписано у липні 
2002 року між Агентством зі зменшення загрози 
Міністерства оборони США i фірмою "Ration Tech- 
nical Service Company". 


Про це повідомив на брифінгу 26-го квітня речник МЗС Маркіян 
Лубківський, який додав, що "це питання зараз проробляється". 

Як відомо, минулої суботи "Дзеркало тижня" повідомило з 
посиланням на західні дипломатичні джерела, що до України 22 травня 
на запрошення Віктора Пінчука приїде Джордж Буш-старший. 

Джордж Буш-старший у статусі президента США відвідував Київ 
у 1991 році. 1 серпня він виступив із трибуни Верховної Ради УРСР із 
закликом не відокремлюватися від Радянського Союзу. У історію 
дипломатії ця промова ввійшла під назвою "курча по-київському". 


Чорнобиль: світовий вимір 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

26-го квітня з нагоди 18-тої річ-- 
ниці Чорнобильської катастрофи 
генеральний секретар ООН Кофі 
АННАН закликав світову спіль- 
ноту допомогти жертвам аварії, 
нагадавши, що то була "найбільш 
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жахлива ядерна катастрофа" в іс- 
торії людства. Нині ООН опіку-- 
ється дванадцятьма Чорнобиль-- 
ськими проектами. Адже тисячі 
людей були змушені кинути до- 
мівки, шукати засобів для вижи-- 
вання у нових місцях. Тисячі осіб 
померли унаслідок ураження ра- 
діацією. Десятки тисяч людей жи-- 
вуть із постійним психологічним 
стресом. Допомогти цим людям 
ООН закликає світову спільноту. 
Керівництво ж Організації Об'єд-- 
наних Націй підтверджує намір і 
надалі здійснювати в Україні між-- 
народні Чорнобильські проекти. 

Міжнародні Чорнобильські 
проекти мають бути зорієнтовані 
на конкретні "больові точки": 
медичну і гуманітарну допомогу 
постраждалим унаслідок аварії, 
реконструкцію об'єкту " Укрит- 
тя", наукові дослідження у зоні 
відчуження тощо. За такими 
принципами, за словами голови 
місії ООН в Україні Дагласа Гард- 
Hepa, будуть працювати чорно- 
бильські програми, які здійсню-- 
ються під патронатом Організації 
Об'єднаних Націй, МАГАТЕ, 
Світового банку. Адже, стверджує 
пан Гарднер: 

«Україна має можливість пра- 
цювати над подоланням наслідків 
трагедії, надавати за сприяння 
міжнародної спільноти допомогу 
тим, хто постраждав унаслідок 
аварії. А з другого боку, Україна 
повинна нагадувати світові про 
Чорнобиль, про мільйони людей, 
чиї життя змінились унаслідок 
аварії, про жертви Чорнобиля. 
Українська влада i ЗМІ мають 
бути відвертими і чесними перед 
своїми співгромадянами і світом". 
ООН вкладає понад шість міль- 
йонів доларів США у проекти, 
спрямовані на подолання наслідків 
Чорнобильської катастрофи. 
Здійснення нового проекту, роз- 
початого тиждень тому під егідою 
місії ООН та Посольства Канади 
в Україні, передбачає розвиток 


місцевого самоврядування у міс- 
цях, які постраждали внаслідок 
аварії на ЧАЕС. Керівник Агент- 
ства Канади з міжнародного роз - 
витку Жан-Марк Матів'є вважає, 
що Україна потребує внутрішньо - 
го розвитку: можна давати міль- 
йони доларів для впровадження 
міжнародних проектів, але допоки 
центральна влада не передасть іні - 
ціативу місцевим громадам, кош- 
ти зникатимуть, а жертви Чорно-- 
биля страждатимуть. 

Тим часом в Україні лунає кри- 
тика на адресу міжнародних про-- 
ектів з боку громадськості, яка 
здійснює моніторинг Чорнобиль - 
ських проблем. Наслідки аварії на 
ЧАЕС мінімізуються, надані сві- 
товою спільнотою кошти розба- 
зарюються. Голова Фонду спасін-- 
ня дітей України від Чорнобиль- 
ської катастрофи Наталя Преоб-- 
раженська каже: 

«Зараз є люди, вони досі є пред- 
ставниками СРСР, а не України у 
міжнародних інституціях, 30Kpe— 
ма, в ООН. Тому і другий звіт 
OOH щодо наслідків Чорнобиль- 
ської катастрофи цинічно відки - 
нув справжні наслідки її. У самій 
Україні комусь дуже заважають 
проблеми, пов'язані з необхідніс-- 
тю приділяти належну увагу 
постраждалим". 

Зі свого боку, експерт міжна- 
родних чорнобильських програм 
професор Володимир Шевченко в 
інтерв'ю для РС зазначив, що і 
через 18 років після Чорнобиль- 
ської катастрофи на офіційному 
рівні продовжуються применшен-- 
ня наслідків радіаційного опромі - 
нення населення: 

«За статистичними даними Mi— 
ністерства охорони здоров'я, у 
період з 1991 по 2002 роки показ- 
ник смертності серед потерпілих 
зріс з 6,5 до 15 випадків на тисячу 
населення. А у ліквідаторів аварії 
збільшився у чотири рази. Значно 
зросли рівні захворюваності дітей: 
на новоутворення - у 7 разів, на 
хвороби крові - утричі." 
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Architectural model of new museum facility. 


UCAMA launches campaign 
for new facility 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Archives and Museum of 
Alberta (UCAMA), has announced 
a capital campaign for a public heri- 
tage museum, archive and commu- 
nity programming facility in down- 
town Edmonton. 

The new museum complex is in- 
tended to repace the curent facility 
located in a former bakery (built in 
1912) at 9543 — 110 Avenue. 

The campaign was first an- 
nounced to the Ukrainian commu- 
nity at the current facility on April 
18, then again for the city media at 
Edmonton City Hall two days later. 
_ “Tt has been a long-held dream of 
UCAMA to have an accessible com- 
munity-based museum where the 
bountiful and valuable collections of 
UCAMA and other Edmonton mu- 
seums can be properly preserved 
and showcased,” said Khrystyna 
Kohut, President of UCAMA’s 
Board of Directors. 

“Tn the works for the last few years 
has also been a partnership with the 
museums of the UCWLC Edmonton 
Eparchy at St. Josaphats Cathedral, 
and the Ukrainian Folklore Centre 
at the University of Alberta. We have 
aptly named this group of partner 
museums CUMA and look forward 
to sharing our new space with them 
to showcase their amazing collec- 
tions as well,” she added. 

“The Board of Directors of 
UCAMA has determined through a 
professionally prepared feasibility 
study that the present building which 
houses its extensive collections is 
functionally obsolete. No amount of 
renovations and expenditure of 
funds will make this a suitable struc- 
ture for our purposes. Therefore, in 
March of 2003, we acquired the 
Lodge Hotel and the Brighton Block 
on Jasper Avenue (both designated 
as Municipal Historic Resources by 
the City of Edmonton). This promi- 
nent downtown location will serve 
as an accessible new home for the 
museum and its collections. 

“Significantly, our new location is 
linked with the history of Ukrainians 
in Edmonton. As you know, many 
Ukrainian businesses and cultural in- 
stitutions operated in close proxim- 
ity from the beginning of the 20" cen- 
tury. UCAMA’s goal is to rehabili- 
tate and where practical restore por- 
tions of the Lodge Hotel and the 
Brighton Block in order to create a 
facility which will house exhibition 
galleries; an archive and library re- 
source area; collection storage areas; 
educational, meeting and special pro- 
gramming areas and more.... all open 
to the community at large.” 


Kohut stated that UCAMA began 
discussing possible joint ventures 
with the Alberta Eparchial Museum 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s 
League of Canada and the Ukrainian 
Folklore Centre at the U of Ain 2001. 

“All three institutions have con- 
cluded that it would be highly de- 
sirable to co-operatively share in the 
proposed facility, which would al- 
low for a collaboration of resources 
resulting in superior exhibits, pro- 
grams, and long-term preservation 
initiatives,” she added. 

Plans are currently underway for 
phase one of this rehabilitation 
project, which will take 12-18 
months to complete, with a budget 
of over C$7 million. The Edmonton 
architectural firm — HIP Architects 
and David Murray Architect — are 
designing the new facility. 

The new facility will staff an es- 
timated seven full and part time 
staff. It is estimated UCAMA will 
spend appreximately $368,000 in 
annual operational expenses of the 
facility, which is expected to attract 
over 50,000 visitors per year. Over 
26,000 sq. feet will be available in 
the new facility that will include 
space for educational purposes, trav- 
eling exhibits and related public pro- 
grams. In its new facility, UCAMA 
is estimating to increase their library 
collection 2% per year. 

UCAMA was founded in 1972 by 
a group of 11 prominent profes- 
sional business members of the 
Ukrainian community in Edmonton. 

Its library includes over 40,000 
volumes, among them rare publica- 
tions from Canada and Ukraine from 
the late 19th and first half of the 20th 
centuries, a collection of 320 news- 
papers titles from 17 countries . 

UCAMA is also actively involved 
in the collection of Ukrainian-Ca- 
nadian documents of historical value 
in Alberta and has over 5000 photo- 
graphs depicting the Ukrainian-Ca- 
nadian experience in Alberta. The 
archives hold approximately 300 
maps including a number of rare 
maps printed in Ukraine between 
1917-1920 and contain a collection 
of posters announcing significant 
Ukrainian-Canadian events. 

The museum collection consists 
of over 1,600 artifacts which include 
household items and textiles made 
by Ukrainian pioneers in Alberta. 
The ecclesiastical collection con- 
tains the bible of the first Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Bishop in Canada, 
Nykyta Budka. There are unique 
Ukrainian folk musical instruments 
in the collection such as a duda, 
trembita and lira. The collection in- 
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Vinok Worldance 
celebrates 15 years of 


bringing you the World 


(Vinok Worldance )—Canada’s “United Nations of Dance,” Vinok 
Worldance, presents Bringing You the World, May 13 — 15, 8pm, at the 
Westbury Theatre in the TransAlta Arts Barns, Edmonton. Celebrating 15 
years, Vinok Worldance unites cultures seemingly worlds apart for an 
evening of dance and music. 

Bringing You the World showcases some of Vinok’s extensive reper- 
toire of world dance and music from over 40 cultures. Audiences will be 
enchanted by Vinok’s amazing footwork, stunning choreography, humour, 
and reverence, and will experience the world without leaving their seat. 
With intriguing choreography, live music, and beautifully handmade cos- 
tumes from around the world, Vinok has been hailed as Canada’s fore- 
most professional world dance company. 

In its 15-year history, Vinok has performed over 1000 times, thrilling 
audiences all across North America. Vinok’s choreography is designed to 
reflect folk dance as a way of celebrating life, involving dance, music, << 
song. improvisation, and the expression of a people. 

Vinok is currently recruiting for full-time contract dancers for the 2004/ 
2005 season. Auditions will be held May 26 at the Vinok Studio, 11727 
Kingsway, at the Chateau Louis Conference Centre. With nearly 150 per- 
formances planned with tours to Idaho, California, Arizona, Florida, Ten- 
nessee, and across Canada, the 2004/2005 season will be the most excit- 
ing to date. Positions are available for three male and three female danc- 
ers. Applicants with varied dance backgrounds and an excellent sense of 
rhythm and musicality are invited to contact Vinok’s Artistic Director Doyle 
Marko at (780) 454-3739. 

Tickets for the limited engagement of Vinok Worldance’s Bringing You 
the World are on sale now for just $22 (adults) and $18 (students/seniors) 
by calling Vinok’s office at (780) 454-3739. The Westbury Theatre is lo- 
cated at the TransAlta Arts Barns, 84 Ave & 104 St, Edmonton. 


cludes over 400 pieces of art in a 
variety of different styles and me- 
dia including 160 paintings of 
churches in Alberta by Edmontonian 
P. Iwanec, as well as a collection of 
Ukrainian Canadian military memo- 
rabilia including uniforms. 
UCAMA is seeking partners in 
the development of this new heri- 
tage museum including support 
from municipal, provincial, and fed- 
eral governments; private and pub- 
lic foundations; corporations and in- 
dividuals from the Ukrainian com- 
munity and the community at large. 
To date it has received the sup- 
port of the Government of Alberta 
through the Community Facility En- 
hancement Program and the Com- 
munity Initiatives Program, and of 
media sponsors: Ukrainian News 
CKER Radio and the Edmonton 
Journal. 


ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 


BOX 220 
PRELATE SASKATCHEWAN 


Joseph Husak 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


CANADA SON 2B0 З 
РН.: (306) 673-2200 
БАХ: (306) 673-2635 


472-1966 


 Катіїу Portraits (in your 
house or location) 
°¢ Weddings * Community 
Events ¢ Conventions 
Graduations & Groups 


WEB SEARCH: 

ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 
A Catholic Boarding High School 
on the beautiful Saskatchewan 
prairies where the Ursuline 
Sisters and Lay Staff 
"EDUCATE FOR LIFE” 


www.ucama.com 


Ukrainian 
Canadian 


ARCHIVES & MUSEUM 
OF ALBERTA 


As one of the largest ethnic groups on the Canadian prairies, 
Ukrainians have had a significant impact on the region's social, 
cultural and economic development, For three decades, UCAMA 
has welcomed visitors from Edmonton and beyond to share in 
these achievements by exploring its colourful exhibits of 
historical artifacts, archival documents and photographs, and 
extensive library. 


OUR PRESENT 

With its current building deemed obsolete, UCAMA recently 
acquired the Lodge Hotel and the Brighton Block on Jasper 
Avenue (Municipal Historic Resources in Edmonton). This 
prominent downtown location will serve as an accessible new 
home for the museum and its collections. 


OUR FUTURE 

UCAMAs goal is to create a facility which will house exhibition 
galleries; an archive and library resource area; collection storage 
areas; educational, meeting and special programming areas and 
more. .all open to the community at large. 


community, but of all Albertans. With over 50,000 annual visitors 
ultimately expected, the project would also have a positive 
economic impact on the rejuvenation of the historic Jasper 

East Block in the city of Edmonton. 


UCAMA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

UCAMA is seeking partners in the development of the new 
heritage museum including government departments and 
agencies, foundations, corporations and individuals from the 
community at large. No matter how large or small, each donation 
is significant to the successful implementation of this exciting 
project. 


Our collective heritage must be preserved to 
be passed on to the next generation. . .so they too will tell the 
stories of our forefathers. Be an important link in the chain. 


TO DONATE 

Call 780-424-7580 ог email us at ucama@shaw.ca for а full 
project brochure OR send your tax deductible donation to: 
9543 -110 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta TSH 1H3. Cheques 
payable to UCAMA; Visa and Mastercard also accepted. 


The new museum has tremendous potential for developing a 
higher profile of the heritage, not only of the Ukrainian 


UNITY + STRENGTH + DEDICATION 


A joint project of the Ukrainian Canadian Archives and Museum of Alberta; The Museum of the UCWLC, 
Edmonton Eparchy; and the Ukrainian Folklore Centre at the University of Alberta, 


Р і GF. 


(owoiTon sou 


UCAMA is в registered non-profit organization (# 13246 5568 RA 0001) 
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70-ліття священства 
о. Івана Мака 


4-го березня 2004 року сповнилося 70 літ душпастирського 
служіння всечесного отця Івана Мака з Торонто. Він належить до 
найстарших віком священиків УГКЦ і є, на сьогодні, мабуть, 
найстаршим за свяченнями у цілій нашій Церкві. 

Іван Мак народився 6 липня 1910 р. у Дрогобичі в Галичині. Його 
батько Микола служив у війську офіцером, пізніше якийсь час 
працював на залізниці та робітником на нафтопереробним заводі. Мати 
Марія походила з роду, що дав Україні січових стрільців Григорія, Івана 
i Василя Коссаків та начальника штабу «Карпатської Січі» Зенона 
Коссака, який доводився троюрідним братом Івана. Окрім сина, у сім'ї 
Маків було ще троє доньок. 

Священичу освіту Іван Мак здобув у відомій суворою дисципліною 
семінарії в Перемишлі. Був висвячений у Перемишлі владикою 
Йосафатом (Коциловським;) 4 березня 1934 р. 

Першу Службу Божу о. Іван відправив у рідному Дрогобичі 11 
березня 1934 р. у храмі св. Тройці. Спершу, у 1934-1936 рр., був 
сотрудником старенького пароха с. Ульгівок коло Рави-Руської, у 
1936-1937 рр. - адміністратором парохії с. Мізинець на Перемищині 
(тепер на території України). 

З 1937 р., о. Мак служив сотрудником з правами управління на 
парохії св. Параскеви у с. Туринка к. Жовкви, крім того, викладав 
Закон Божий у місцевій школі. Тут він зазнав переслідувань польської 
влади: як провину йому ставили «фальшування» метричних книг, тобто 
відмову записувати у них імена та прізвища парохіян--українців на 
польський манер, тобто із закінченнями на «- і» замість «-ий». 3a цю 
та подібні «провини» був 18 разів оштрафований, а влітку 1939 р. за 
промову про героїчну боротьбу українців на Закарпатті запроторений 

до львівської в'язниці «Бригідки». За «антидержавну пропаганду» 
йому загрожувало до 7 років ув'язнення, проте по двох місяцях, після 
падіння Польщі, вийшов на волю. 

Невдовзі, уникаючи арешту більшовиками, о. Іван перейшов кордон 
до німецької зони окупації і деякий час перебував у с. Лютіж. Влітку 
1941 р. він був призначений адміністратором парохії у Лютовиськах 
поблизу Турку. В умовах воєнного лихоліття життя священика 
оберталося довкола церкви, сільського кооперативу та комітету 
самодопомоги. Йому довелося стати свідком розправи гестапівців над 
жидівським населенням містечка та рятувати від розстрілу 
українських заручників, а згодом самого ледь не розстріляли радянські 
партизани. Разом з парохами сусідніх сіл, хоча й не був членом ОУН, 
брав участь в організації українського підпілля, хоч ніколи не 
розповідав багато про це. 

Перед приходом більшовиків о. Мак, остерігаючись арешту, виїхав 
через Словаччину до Австрії, де опікувався розпорошеними родинами 
таких же українських біженців. Громади як такої не було 1 отець правив 
у наданій австрійцями каплиці, маючи за парохіян 10-20 родин 
збідованих дорогою та чужиною скитальців. 

1948 р. о. Мак на запрошення владики Василя Ладики виїхав до 
Канади. Спершу перебував у провінції Саскачеван - сотрудником 
храму св. Юрія у Прінс-Альберт (1948-50), парохом храмів св. 
Архангела Михаїла у Альвені (1951-54) і свв. Петра і Павла у Рамі 
(1954-56). Згодом переїхав до Манітоби, де у 1956-60 роках був 
парохом храму Пресвятого Серця у Еріксон. 

Звідти 1960-тго року переїхав до Америки, де прослужив 23 роки. 
Починав він тут у 1960-1961 рр. як парох храму св. Миколая у Літл- 
Фаллз та храму Непорочного Зачаття Пречистої Діви Марії у Сент- 
Джонсвілл, штат Ню- Йорк. Згодом, у 1961-63 рр., був парохом у 
церкві Успіння Богородиці у Колчестері (Коннектикут), у 1964-67 — 
Покрова Богородиці у Ніагара-Фаллз (Ню- Йорк), 1967-68 - 
Архангела Михаїла у Вунсокеті (Род -Айленд), 1969-71 - св. Миколая 
у Гадзоні та св. Івана Хрестителя у Гантері (Ню- Йорк), 1971-76 - 
Святої Тройці у Кергонксоні та далі у Гантері (Ню- Йорк). 

У Кергонксоні за душпастирювання о. Мака було зведено нову 
церкву на території відомого українського осередку - оселі 
Українського Народного Союзу «Союзівка», де раніше, у 1966-69 рр., 
служив нинішній Глава УГКЦ, Блаженніший Любомир. 

Пізніше, у 1977-78 рр., о. Іван був адміністратором храму Покрови 
Богородиці у Пармі (Огайо), парохом храмів св. Івана Хрестителя у 
Рівергеді (1979-81) та св. Василія у Ланкастері (1981-84) у штаті 
Ню Йорк. Таким чином, о. Мак служив у двох десятках парохій, у 
кожній - від оного до п'яти років. 

Вийшовши на пенсію 15 листопада 1984 р., ще протягом багатьох 
років відправляв у церквах Міссіссаги і Торонто (у храмі Успіння 
Пресвятої Богородиці на Bathurst St. 276). Після довгих літ еміграції 
вперше відвідав батьківщину у 1973 р., згодом бував тут майже щороку, 
востаннє 1996- го. 

Присвятивши пів століття свого життя Церкві, безженний, звиклий 
до постійних переїздів, сьогодні о. Мак мешкає в Торонто, досі сам 
дає собі раду, відмовляючи собі, турбується про родину, ще й надає 

посильну допомогу потребуючим в Україні. Саможертовний та 
скромний у побуті, гарний проповідник, товариський, але з твердим 
характером. О. Іван усе своє довге життя займав активну позицію, 
тож навіть поважний вік не гасить у ньому зацікавлення світом, як і 
не залишає його байдужим до проблем сьогодення Церкви. 


МАТРИМОНІЯЛЬНЕ ОГОЛОШЕННЯ - Самітний мужчина 45 
років, вища освіта, шукає жінку для серіозних відносин в віку 
від 39 - 49 років. Телефон: 985-626-8580. 
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Капеля бандуристів Канайіша з своїм художнім керівником Віктором Мішаловим -- справа. 


Наша дума, наша пісня, 


не вмре, не загине... 


Юлія Войчишин 

Цього року відзначуємо 190 років від дня 
народження Тараса Шевченка. Відділ Конгресу 
Українців Канади в Оттаві запросив до участи в 
концерті для відзначення цієї дати, не так давно, бо 
щойно в 2001 році зорганізовану капелю 
бандуристів з Торонта. Ця капеля продовжує славну 
традицію її попередників, сліпих кобзарів з часів 
козаччини, які своїми думами в супроводі бандури, 
чи кобзи, просвіщали 1 розвеселяли народ, ходячи 
від села до села. Не диво, що Тарас Шевченко вибрав 
для своєї зрібки поезій назву «Кобзар», бо ж його 
бажанням було просвітити  закріпачений 
український народ, сказати йому правду «хто ми, 
що ми і чиї ми діти». Геніяльний поет став великим 
пророком і його слово «Борітеся - поборете», 
спонукувало народ до боротьби за краще майбутнє. 
Кобзарі, чи бандуристи, на початку 20-го століття, 
вже не сліпі, колишні козаки-невільники, а 
професійні бандуристи, композитори і поети, типу 
Гната Хоткевича, в час найбільшого переслідування 
і заборони української мови, використовували 
Шевченкову пісню-слово і гру на бандурі для 
пробудження народу. Тоді були перші спроби 
організації групи бандуристів, а в 1918 р. в Києві 
повстав т.зв. Хор кобзарів, який став основою 
Київської капелі бандуристів. 

В 1930-их роках бандуристи були переслідувані 
совєтським режимом за український націоналізм, а 
деялі з них були заслані в Сибір і знищені. В 1941 
році частина Київської капелі бандуристів 
опинилася на заході і вже як Капеля бандуристів iM. 
Шевченка під диригентурою Григорія Китастого i 
В. Божика продовжувала свою діяльність в 
Німеччині. В 1949 році Капеля переїхала до 
Америки й осіла в Детроїті, звідки і дотепер 
виїжджає з концертами по Америці, Канаді, Европі, 
а після 1991 року, також і по Україні. 

Канадська капеля бандуристів, яка нараховує 55 
членів, є прямим продовженням цієї капелі на терені 
Канади. Засновником і художнім керівником капелі 
є Віктор Мішалов. Народжений в Австралії світової 
слави бандурист, який закінчив Київську 
консерваторію, виступав у різних частинах світу, 
заснував школу бандуристів у Торонті i був 
нагороджений президентом України Леонідом 


Кучмою в 1999 році званням Заслуженого артиста 
України. 

Концерт відбувся в неділю 28-го березня 2004 
року в 3-ій годині пополудні в Bronson Centre The- 
atre. В концерті також взяв участь Чоловічий хор 
Оттави, заснований Славою Шевців і Данилом 
Легою в 1992 році, в основному для літургійних 
творів, а особливо для виконання Єрусалимської 
Вечірні виконуваної у Велику П'ятницю. Від 1994 
року хор працює під художнім керівництом Олі 
Катрушенко. Під її керівництвом хор поширив 
репертуар, включаючи народні пісні, різдв'яні 
колядки і щедрівки та хорові літургійні трови. 

Концерт відкрила голова Відділу Конгресу 
Українців Канади в Оттаві Марта Винницька, 
наголошуючи значення Шевченкової поезії в слові 1 
в пісні. Перша частина концерту Капелі складалася 
майже виключно з пісень на слова Шевченка, такі 
як: «Заповіт», «Вступ до думи» (соліст В. Шевель), 
«Думи мої», «Встає хмара з-за лиману», «Грай, 
кобзарю» та «Реве та стогне Дніпр широкий». В 
другій частині були народні, історичні, стрілецькі 
та повстанські пісні. Прекрасно виконав Юрій 
Петлюра сольо на бандурі парафразу власної 
обробки на тему «Рідна мати моя». Зачарував усіх 
молоденький тенор Данило Корбачич виконуючи 
«Ніч така, Господи». 

Між двома виступами капелі співав Чоловічий хор 
Оттави, виконуючи 4 пісні, всі на слова Шевченка, 
а саме: «Ой, три шляхи широкії» (солісти - В. 
Козьмін i Остап Прухницький), «Ой, літа орел» 
(соліст-- Данило Лега), «Прометей» та «Бандуристе, 
орле сизий» (соліст - Олег Белкін). Треба висловити 
признання талановитій диригентці Олі Катрушенко 
за її наполегливу працю з хором, що дало гарні 
висліди на концерті. 

Велика акустична заля гарно передавала і могутні 
і найніжніші тони бандур, як і звучання чоловічих 
голосів Капелі. Біля 350 присутніх, в тім числі і 
студентів та дітей, сприймали захоплено кожну 
пісню, обдаровуючи виступаючих тривалими 
оплесками та вигуками «браво», цим спонукуючи 
Капелю виконати аж дві пісні надпрограмово. 

На закінчення Віктор Мішалов i Оля Катрушенко 
були обдаровані квітами. 


Чоловічий хор Оттави з своїм художнім керівником Олею Катрушенко — справа. 
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Kyiv imposes ban on 
Russian-language broadcasts 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL) — Ukraine’s broadcasting regulators on 
April 15 introduced a requirement making it manda- 
tory for national television and radio broadcasters to 
use the Ukrainian language. 

Under the ruling, which came into force on April 19. 
Local broadcasts in other languages will only be al- 
lowed in areas with a significant ethnic-minority popu- 
lation. Ukraine last year signed a European Union char- 
ter which obliges signatories to help preserve minority 
languages, including in the mass media. 

The agreement covers 13 minority languages in 
Ukraine, including Hungarian, Romanian, Bulgarian, 
and Hebrew. However, it is Russian that is Ukraine’s 
largest “minority” language — and the one that often 
provokes controversy. 

Some 67 percent of Ukrainian citizens call Ukrai- 
nian their mother tongue. But large numbers of Ukrai- 
nians — notably in the east and south of the country — 
routinely use the Russian language. 

Ukraine’s large Russian minority — roughly 17 per- 
cent of the country’s 49 million people — also mainly 
speak Russian as their primary language. 

Ukrainian is the country’s only state language. But 
Russian-speakers have often demanded their language 
also be given official status. 

Russian-speakers complain that since independence, 
most schools offer courses mainly in Ukrainian and 
state jobs require proficiency in Ukrainian. Such poli- 
cies, they say, are discriminatory. 

But despite attempts to broaden the popular use of 
Ukrainian, especially in television and radio, many 
broadcasters use Russian almost exclusively. 

Vitaliy Shevchenko is the deputy head of the Na- 
tional Council on Matters Pertaining to Television and 
Radio [UkrNews Ed. Note: and the Honourary Kyiv 
Bureau Chief of Ukrainian News]. He says a recent 
survey indicated how pervasive the Russian language 
has become in Ukrainian broadcasting 

“When, last fall, we carried out a general survey, we 
saw that in eight regions — Crimea-Sevastopol, 
Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Zaporizhya, Don, 

“Luhansk and Mykolaiv — the proportion of the Ukrai- 
nian language used in the broadcasts varied from 14 
percent in Crimea to 46 percent in Mykolaiv. Well, you 
know these patterns are threatening.” 

That study prompted the head of the television and 
radio council, Borys Kholod, to decree that all national 
broadcasters must use Ukrainian. 

Kholod said it was the first time the council had con- 
sidered the language issue in such detail: “This ques- 
tion arose for the first time in the 10-year existence of 
the national council. The issue of the Ukrainian Іап- 
guage in society and in our independent country is to- 
day a very serious problem, not only for television and 
radio but for all the mass media, including publishing.” 

Kholod says that if Ukraine wants to survive as an 
independent nation, it has to protect its language. 

But many details on the ruling’s implementation have 
yet to be worked out. Shevchenko says there are few 
resources to dedicate to resolving language issues. 
There are hopes a new tracking group will help smooth 
the process: “The decision was also taken to form a 
commission to monitor these processes. Because the 
constitution clearly states what the state language is, 
but the state does not have an official body to look af- 
ter the development of that language and ensure that it 
is routinely used.” 

Raul Tchilakhava is one of the people who has been 


invited to sit on the commission. An ethnic Georgian, 
he serves as the deputy head of Ukraine’s National 
Committee on Nationality and Immigration. 

Tchilakhava says he does not believe Russian-speak- 
ers will be hurt by the new ruling, which provides mi- 
nority groups with the right to broadcast in their native 
language. Areas of Ukraine with large ethnic-Russian 
populations will continue to receive Russian-language 
television and radio programs. 

In any case, says Tchilakhava — who is an accom- 
plished poet in both Georgian and Ukrainian — it is 
the Ukrainian language that is in danger, not Russian: 
“Even future philologists — lecturers in Ukrainian lan- 
guage and literature — prefer to talk amongst them- 
selves in Russian. I’m not even talking about the gen- 
eral situation, say in the sphere of transport or on the 
Streets or various meeting places, where the Russian 
language absolutely dominates.” 

The ruling has already come under criticism. 
Ukraine’s Communist Party, which counts the Russian- 
speaking regions among its main areas of support, says 
the decision will, quote, “instigate hostility between 
peoples living in our state.” 

A number of private broadcasters have also slammed 
the ban. 

Past initiatives to broaden the use of Ukrainian have 
met with limited success. A law introduced last year 
making it mandatory to produce Ukrainian-only adver- 
tising has been widely ignored. 

Shevchenko, of the television and radio council, says 
Ukraine faces the prospect of Russian superseding 
Ukrainian: “Our working group that collected data has 
identified a situation whereby Ukraine is becoming a 
unique country in Europe because it is losing its own 
language, which is being squeezed out by the official 
language of another country.” 

Ukrainian officials say they are considering the cre- 
ation of a special department to actively promote the 
use of Ukrainian. 


Kuchma says bill unconstitutional, 
Shevchenko disagrees 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—Leonid Kuchma said on April 
22 that the National Council for Radio and Television’s 
recent resolution obliging all national and interregional 
broadcasters to start broadcasting only in Ukrainian as 
of April 19 is unconstitutional and “should be brought 
in line with the current constitution,” Interfax reported. 

“We need to read this resolution carefully — it has 
no legal force, it only proposes what should be done,” 
Kuchma added. 

Vitaliy Shevchenko, the Deputy chairman of the Na- 
tional Council of Ukraine for Television and Radio 
Broadcasting told UNIAN he was surprised with 
Kuchma’s statement, which he termed “illogical”. 

“Why should we spent our budget means on teach- 
ing our children in Ukrainian, if they will have to live 
in a russified informational sphere?” he queried. 

In a letter to Kuchma Shevchenko wrote: “You have 
announced that the decisions of the National Council 
should be brought to conformity with the Main Law. 
But how? The Constitution includes a provision that 
namely the Ukrainian language is the state one...and 
the Law of Ukraine "Оп Television and Radio Broad- 
casting (article 9) exactly states: "ТУ-гадіо organiza- 
tions broadcast in the state language’. What should we 
bring in conformity with the Constitution?” 


Ukraine needs united church, says Filaret 


(RISU.org.ua)—“An independent state, which 
Ukraine is, must have its own united church and ten- 
dencies towards this are becoming more powerful in 
this country,” stated Patriarch Filaret, head of the Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP), 
during his visit to Crimea on April 26. 

Patriarch Filaret expressed his contentment over the 
increase of UOC-KP parishes in Crimea. Since his last 
visit in 2000, their number has reached 23, with ten 
priests involved in ministerial work. 

In addition, Patriarch Filaret said that during his visit 
he met with Khadzhi Emirali Абіаеу, mufti of the 
Crimean Muslim community, and Mustafa Dzhamilev, 
head of the Mejlis of Crimean Tatars. He stressed that 
he is satisfied with the good and friendly relationships 
between the UOC-KP and Muslim communities in 
Crimea. “We are determined to achieve normal rela- 
tions between Christians and Muslims on the Crimean 
land,” said Patriarch Filaret. “And I am happy that the 
mufti and the Mejlis leader are of the same opinion.” 
Patriarch Filaret went on to point out that there was a 


third force, interested in fomenting interethnic feud in 
Crimea and people should not let themselves be pro- 
voked into conflicts. “This is the force which doesn’t 
want Ukraine to be an independent state,” emphasized 
Patriarch Filaret. 

During a press conference held in the Church of Sts. 
Volodymyr and Olha in Simferopol, about 40 repre- 
sentatives of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow 
Patriarchate, including clergy, picketed the church, pro- 
testing Patriarch Filaret’s visit. In addition, they at- 
tempted to block the way while Patriarch Filaret was 
leaving the church in a car. “We are not against the 
Moscow Patriarchate, even though they do not dem- 
onstrate a brotherly attitude towards Ukraine,” stated 
Patriarch Filaret, commenting on that incident. 

During his visit to Crimea, Patriarch Filaret conse- 
crated a health resort for orphaned children in the vil- 
lage of Nykyta near Yalta. It opened as part of a joint 
project of the UOC-KP and the Roman Catholic Church 
and will be available for Ukrainian orphaned children 
regardless of their religion. 
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Ukraine supports Russia 
on Chechnya motion 


(Kommersant/BBC Monitoring Service)—A Russian human rights cam- 
paigner has blamed the “excessive politicization” of the issue for the fail- 
ure of a US-backed UN motion to condemn Russia over its war in 
Chechnya. He thought that if instead it had focused "оп the abduction of 
thousands of people and the demand to call the culprits to account”, it 
would have had a far better chance of success. 

The following is excerpted from Igor Sedykh’s article in the Russian 
newspaper Kommersant on April 16. 

The UN Commission on Human Rights yesterday (April 15) — rejected 
the draft resolution “On the situation in the sphere of human rights in the 
Chechen Republic” submitted by the EU. Of the 53 commission mem- 
bers, 12 voted for the draft resolution, 23 against and 18 abstained. In 
addition to the countries of the EU, the resolution was supported by Aus- 
tralia, the United States, Hungary and Croatia. The majority of Islamic 
countries abstained. 

The representative of Ireland (the country holding the EU presidency) 
was far harsher in her speech, accusing Russia of concealing crimes. The 
United States, which declined to author the resolution this time, supported 
it, but the US representative stated that it is necessary to appeal to the 
separatist forces to recognize that Chechnya is an inalienable part of Rus- 
sia and to distance themselves from the terrorists. 

The Russian representative responded scathingly to the authors of the 
draft resolution, effectively accusing them of conniving with terrorists 
and of producing a resolution whose content runs counter to their own 
interests. 

Leonid Skotnikov, Russia’s permanent representative at the UN office 
in Geneva, noted at this point that there is no need for the EU to force an 
open door — Russia is open to cooperation and is prepared to receive all 
sensible ideas and arguments. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, 
who visited Dublin at the Irish side’s request specially to discuss the draft 
resolution, also expressed a negative attitude towards the draft resolution 
the day before. 

Consequently, 12 countries including the United States, Britain, Ger- 
many, France and Ireland voted for the resolution, 18 states abstained and 
23 countries, including China, India and Ukraine, voted against. When 
the vote was over, Ella Pamfilova, chairperson of the Russian Federation 
president’s human rights commission, told your Kommersant correspon- 
dent that the pattern of the votes “simply reflects reality”. In her opinion, 
such a resolution is “not simply senseless, but also harmful because it is a 
diversion from real problems”. 

To a certain extent, this statement is in tune with the words of the leader 
of one human rights organization who, on the one hand, expressed disap- 
pointment with the defeat of the resolution but, on the other, criticized the 
European initiative. On conditions of anonymity, he stated to your 
Kommersant correspondent that the resolution had failed because of ex- 
cessive politicization. 

“Tf everything had been focused on the topic of the protection of the 
population’s rights in conditions of the military conflict, and in particular 
on the abduction of thousands of people and the demand to call the cul- 
prits to account, it would have had a far better chance,” this human rights 
campaigner noted. 


Ukraine disappointed with 
US over Protsyuk refusal 


(UNIAN news agency/BBC Monitoring Service)—Ukraine’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Ukraine has expressed its disappointment at the decision 
of the American side not to pay compensation to the family of a Ukrai- 
nian journalist, Reuter employee Taras Protsyuk, who died a year ago in 
Iraq. “We are very sorry that the arguments presented to the American 
side were not taken into consideration by them,” said ministry spokesman 
Markiyan Lubkivskyy at a press briefing in Kyiv, April 20. Lubkivskyy 
added that the Ukrainian side hopes the USA “will change its position and 
take a fair decision”. On April 16, at a conference in Washington dedi- 
cated to US policy concerning Ukraine, Deputy Assistant Secretary Steven 
Pifer of the US Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, indicated that 
the American side had carried out an investigation into the incident and 
reported its results to the Ukrainian authorities. 


Kharkiv-Poltava UAOC 
establish Kyiv, Tavria deaneries 


(RISU.org.ua)—On April 17, the Kharkiv and Poltava eparchy of the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC), headed by Arch- 
bishop Thor (Isichenko), issued a decree on the establishment of the Kyiv 
and Tavria deaneries of the Kharkiv and Poltava eparchy, covering the 
territories of Kyiv city, the Kyiv, Cherkasy, Kirovohrad, Mykolaiv, and 
Kherson regions, and Crimea. 

Fr. Valerii Kopiyka and Fr. Oleksii Klymyuk were appointed deans of 
the Kyiv and Tavria deaneries, respectively. According to Archbishop Ihor, 
the idea of establishing these deaneries arose because more than 10 par- 
ishes situated on the territories of the above regions needed spiritual care. 

In May 2003, after the split among the bishops of the UAOC, Arch- 
bishop Ihor of the Kharkiv and Poltava eparchy made an invitation. He 
called upon the parishes of other eparchies who wish to remain faithful to 
the decision of the Fourth National Sobor (assembly) of the UAOC of 
2000 and to Metropolitan Kostiantyn [Constantine] (Bahan) of the Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Church of the United States, as the head of the UAOC, to 
shift to the jurisdiction of the Kharkiv and Poltava eparchy of the UAOC. 
Since then, more than 10 parishes in central and eastern Ukraine stated 
that they moved to the jurisdiction of the Kharkiv and Poltava eparchy 
and now recognize Archbishop Шог as its leader. 


Ukraine 


again In 


relegation round 


By Peter Westermark and John Sanful, ПНЕ 

The USA convincingly beat Ukraine 7-1 on 
the strength of a three-goal outburst in the first 
period and two goals from Blake Sloan, at the 
World Hockey Championships in Ostrava, 
Czech Republic, April 28. 

Ukraine had no chance in the game, as even 
just getting out of their own zone was a task. 
The scoring chances that they had could be 
counted on one hand, with the team just fir- 
ing 17 shots on net. The American team con- 
trolled the game from start to finish and got 
goals in all periods of play. 

“T acknowledge the Americans overwhelmed 
us in all components of the game,” said Ukrai- 
nian Head Coach Oleksandr Seukand. “Our 
players were under heavy pressure because they 
understood how important this game was if we 
wanted to stay in the top group.” 

Six different players tallied for the USA, 
with Keith Ballard, Mike Grier, Paul Mara and 
Sloan scoring their first goals of the tourna- 
ment, while Park and Malone each got their 
second in this game. Roman Salnikov got the 
lone Ukrainian goal with 38 seconds to play, 
thwarting Mike Dunham’s shutout bid. 

With the win, the Americans avoided go- 
ing to the Relegation Round for a second 
straight year, while the Ukrainians are off to 
face France, Kazakhstan, and likely Japan, 
trying to avoid going down to Division I. 

The USA had three power play goals in the 
game and chased Konstantin Simchuk from 
the net late in the second period after scoring 
their fifth goal. 

Blake Sloan opened up the scoring after nine 
minutes when he accepted a fine pass from 
Matt Cullen and fired a shot over Simchuk, 
who was down. That goal opened up the flood- 
gates. The USA went up 2-0 when Ryan 
Malone nicely deflected Chris Drury’s center- 
ing pass into the net through Simchuk’s legs. 

Richard Park got the third goal of the pe- 
riod when he fired a shot from the smallest of 
angles that found its way into the net, as 
Simchuk looked less than alert. 

The goals didn’t stop coming in the second 
period. First Paul Mara got the USA’s third 
power play goal of the game with a hard shot 
from the blueline that Simchuk couldn’t see, 
as Ryan Malone did a nice job of screening 
the goaltender. 

Igor Karpenko came in on relief of Simchuk 
after Blake Sloan got the USA’s fifth goal of 
the game with a shot from the point. But the 
Metallurg Magnitogorsk goaltender didn’t fare 
much better, allowing two more goals in the 
last period from Keith Ballard and Mike Grier. 

There wasn’t much to be excited about for 
the Ukrainian squad, who just didn’t create 
many chances. Sergei Varlamov had a couple 
of chances in the second period, using his 
speed, and veteran Valery Shyryaev also had 
a good shot from the slot. 

April 26 Finland and Ukraine faced off in 
what could best be described as a rout. While 
the score was relatively low, Finland dominated 
this match from beginning to end, outshooting 
Ukraine 57-12. Save for a goal by Vadim 
Shakhraychuk, Finland’s victory in this game 
was never in doubt. Olli Jokinen’s two goals 
were enough to propel the Finns all the way. 

Finland got on the board at 3:14 of the first 
when Jokinen scored six seconds into a power 
play. Artem Gnidenko was whistled off for 
high sticking and the Finns capitalized right 
off the bat. The goal was Jokinen’s third of 
the tournament, and Tomi Kallio and Sami 
Salo assisted on the play. 

Ukraine was no match for Finland, who 
created scoring chances almost at will. Petteri 
Nummelin was superb in the period as he had 
two great scoring chances and could have 
extended the lead. Nummelin had four of his 
nine shots in the first. 

Ukraine’s defense, respectable in the first 
game, simply had trouble with the swarming 
blue and white jerseys. That Konstantin 

Simchuk only gave up five goals was the story. 

Jokinen added another when he did a superb 
job of reading the play. As the puck was 

chipped into the corner, Jokinen darted towards 


the open area of the ice in front if the net and 
roofed the puck on Simchuk’s stick side. 

The game maintained a consistent Suomi- 
flavored taste until Shakhraychuk moved in 
on Markkanen in goal and sent the puck past 
the startled Edmonton Oilers netminder at 
9:14. The goal came on the power play, as 
Jukka Hentunen was in the box for roughing. 

The line of Ville Peltonen-Olli Jokinen- 
Tomi Kallio was sublime. The trio combined 
for seven points ( three goals and four assists). 
Peltonen got on the board when he scored 
under Simchuk’s arm on a pass from Kallio. 

With the score 3-1, Ukraine appeared to get 
back in the game when Roman Salnikov’s 
wrist shot got by Markkanen. The play was 
reviewed and the referee, Richard Schuetz, 
determined Oleg Timchenko, who was in 
front of the net, had his skate in the crease. 
That sucked any remaining life out of the 
Ukrainians. 

Lasse Pirjeta and Niko Kapanen capped 
things off with late goals to seal the victory. 

April 24 Slovakia got the start they wanted 
by downing Ukraine with a solid effort. 

Special teams was the story of the game, as 
Slovakia scored one goal shorthanded and one 
on the power play. Young National Hockey 
League stars Marian Gaborik and Marian 
Hossa had a first-period goal each, and 
goaltender Jan Lasak saved 13 shots and was 
rewarded with a shutout. 

It was the Ukrainians who got the first 
power play of the game when Lubos Bartecko 
was called for holding in the offensive zone, 
but it was Gaborik of the Slovaks who be- 
came the first scorer of the tournament. He 
tallied shorthanded with a harmless-looking 
shot from the left side that trickled its way 
through Simchuk. 

“As for the match, we prepared for this,” 
said Ukrainian team leader Oleksandr Koval. 
“But this was the first game and it was not 
easy to concentrate.” 

The most dangerous Ukrainian scoring 
chance in the first period came just after the 
10-minute mark when Lasak misread a bounce 
between the net and the puck slid to the front 
of the net, but Martin Strbak was the first man 
back and cleared the puck to the corner. 

Shortly after that, Hossa found Vladmir 
Orszagh with a nice cross-ice pass in the slot, 
but Simchuk redeemed himself with a quick 
pad save on the counterattack. 

The Slovaks almost got their second short- 
handed goal of the game when Josef Stumpel 
raced in alone on Simchuk after breaking up 
a play along the Slovak blue line, but the 
Ukrainians raced back to avert the danger. 

With two seconds left on a man advantage 
late in the first period, Hossa got his first goal 
of the tournament by sweeping home a re- 
bound past Simchuk, making the result 2-0. 
Before Hossa got to the puck, Richard Lintner 
and Bartecko both had swipes at it as the 
Ukrainian defense broke down as a result of 
Slovakia’s power play pressure. 

“Defense was our fault,” said Koval. “But 
now we have learned.” 

For the first half of the second period, 
Ukraine had to resort to only clearing their 
zone as the Slovaks continued to pour on the 
pressure. At 7:14, Ukraine’s Yuri Gunko was 
sent off for interference and it felt like it was 
just a matter of time before the Slovaks scored. 
But Simchuk held the fort and did well to stop 
blue line blasts from Lintner and Zdeno Chara. 

Halfway through the game, Richard Kapus 
was called for diving, sending Ukraine on its 
fourth power play of the game and it marked 
the first time in the game when Slovakia didn’t 
get a first/rate scoring chance playing short- 
handed. 

The Ukrainians almost clawed their way back 
into the game with 14 minutes to play in the 
third period when Vyacheslav Zavalnyuk got a 
chance in close, but Lasak managed to stack his 
pads and stop the puck inches from the goal line. 
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Klitschko hammers Sanders 
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Klitschko wins WBC belt 


Cont. from P. 1 


sums up the entire fight as Klitschko appeared 
to be winning many of the rounds early only 
to have the ever so dangerous Sanders land 
bombs that at times seemed to have Klitschko 
on the verge of going down himself. 

Klitschko seemed on his way to winning 
the first round until Sanders staggered him 
with a big left hand with about 10 seconds to 
go. The fight started out with Klitschko com- 
ing forward working behind a good jab and 
Sanders seemed content to allow him to come 
in as he searched for an opening for a counter 
punching opportunity. It was then that 
Klitschko landed a clean right hand but Sand- 
ers snuck in a right hand of his own and in 
seconds the bout took on a whole new com- 
plexion, after landing another big left hand it 
was Clear at the end of round one that Sand- 
ers could land with dynamite and bring that 
explosion that was promised to the forefront. 
Fightnews agreed with all three judges by 
scoring the round for Sanders. 

Klitschko came back strong to do almost 
all the damage in round two. Vitali once again 
was pressing forward and it was obvious that 
Sanders was just laying back waiting to land 
that one big blow, but for most of the round 
Klitschko would back Sanders into a corner 
and then carefully survey the situation before 
he landed a series of 1-2’s, seemingly at will, 
at this point there was no question about the 
heart of Vitali, and in turn, there was no doubt 
that Sanders possessed a pretty good set of 
whiskers. 

Klitschko won the first two minutes of 
round three, then the fighters traded bombs 
for the remainder of a very exciting round. 
To some ringside observers it was evident that 
the wily veteran Sanders was trying to set a 
trap, and it worked. The trap sprung and Sand- 
ers began to land, and the two battled it out 
throughout the remainder of this great round. 

Vitali did most the work in round four, and 
for the first time it appears as if maybe Sand- 
ers is beginning to tire, his punches were start- 
ing to become wider and slower and for the 
first time some sparse “boos” could be heard 
in the crowd as Klitschko was content to be 
patient and not rush in, still having a taste of 
that dynamite fresh on his mind. Attempts by 
Sanders to counter Klitschko’s punches were 
coming up just a tad short as Vitali could now 
see the slower punches coming. 

Two weeks earlier it was in round five that 
his brother Wladimir ran out of gas and lost 
his fight in his bid for the title, whether that 
was on Vitali’s mind or not, he rocked Sand- 
ers in round five. As Corrie retreated in a poor 
imitation of a “ rope-a-dope,” Klitschko be- 
gan to land with precision like combinations 
as Sanders would attempt wild swinging 
blows, only to find them missing their mark 
again and again. 

Sanders was much more aggressive in 
round six, but Klitschko continued to get the 
best of the exchanges. Sanders was throwing 


desperate wild punches and landed a blow that 
stunned Klitschko who survived the onslaught 
and landed crisp punches of his own that en- 
abled him to keep control of the round. 

A valiant Sanders kept coming in round 
seven but did little offensively while taking a 
beating. With puffiness developing on his 
right cheek and a mouse starting to appear 
under his right eye Sanders could no longer 
throw, much less land any significant punches. 
As the round came to an end, blood was drip- 
ping out of the nose of Sanders and it was 
clear that Vitali was executing a very smart 
game plan. 

The Compubox punchstats told the story 
in round eight as Klitschko connected 40 of 
his 59 power punches thrown. The carnage 
was finally stopped by referee Jon Schorle at 
the 2:46 mark in round eight. Sanders never 
went down but was taking huge bombs. 

After the fight Klitschko thanked everyone 
who supported him, “I knew Sanders strat- 
egy would be to try to land one big punch, 
then if there was an explosion, he would try 
to come back with another explosion. I under 
estimated his speed a little, he had very fast 
hands.” 

Vitali said after the fight that he hopes 
Lennox Lewis makes a comeback bid and that 
he also wants to fight the other heavyweight 
title holders. 

The 17,320 in attendance were treated to a 
very exciting main event and, despite losing 
two fights to injuries, a good undercard. K2 
promotions can be proud of their first boxing 
promotion. 


Wladimir wants 
rematch 


(BBC Sports}—Wladimir Klitschko’s so- 
licitors have petitioned the World Boxing 
Organisation demanding a heavyweight 
rematch with Lamon Brewster. 

Klitschko was stopped at the end of the fifth 
round by the American in a fight for the va- 
cant WBO title on April 10. 

But the Ukrainian reckons something other 
than Brewster’s punches were behind his 
shock defeat. 

“Why this happened I don’t know because 
I was in perfect shape before the fight,” 
Klitschko told BBC Sport. 

“JT didn’t take any big punches in the fifth 
round when I was knocked down and I 
couldn’t stand up. 

“T can’t find an explanation and I want to 
find an answer. It would be nice to get a 
rematch and next time I’Il show I can go more 
than five rounds.” 

The defeat was the 28-year-old’s third in 
45 outings and the second stoppage in his last 
four after being knocked out by Corrie Sand- 
ers 13 months ago. 
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Energy independence is a 
pipeline dream in Ukraine 


By Ilan Berman, /nsight on the News, Issue: 4/13/04 
In Eastern Europe a new chapter has opened in the 
quiet battle over a pivotal pipeline. That route is Odesa- 
Brody, and its fate will help shape the political and eco- 
nomic future of much of the “post-Soviet space.” 

When initiated by Ukraine back in 1993, Odesa- 
Brody was envisioned as a much-needed independent 
energy conduit for the Caspian region, one capable of 
linking Central Asian producers with European mar- 
kets. The resulting 674-kilometer pipeline, stretching 
northwest from the Black Sea port of Odesa to Brody 
in western Ukraine, has the capacity to carry up to 14.5 
million tons of oil a year. But since its completion in 
2001 it has remained mostly idle, a casualty of the 
region’s post-Cold War energy politics. 

All that has begun to change, however. In mid-Janu- 
ary, Warsaw and Kyiv came to terms on a pivotal deal 
to extend Odesa-Brody into Poland. Under the agree- 
ment a new Polish-Ukrainian conglomerate will extend 
the pipeline 500 kilometers to the Polish port city of 
Gdansk during the next two to three years. Once op- 
erational, the route would be used to supply tankers 
bound for Western and Northern Europe with Caspian 
crude. 

The deal represents a substantial blow to Russian 
plans. For years Moscow has intensively lobbied Kyiv 
for a “reversal” of the pipeline. Under the scheme pro- 
posed by the Kremlin, the currently dormant Odesa- 
Brody route — intended for westward flows — would 
instead be used to ferry Russian oil south to the Black 
Sea, from where it would be shipped via tanker to world 
markets. 

The reason for this intention is clear. Kremlin offi- 
cials understand full well that Odesa-Brody has the 
potential to deal a fatal blow to Russia’s current near 
monopoly on Caspian energy. Extended to Gdansk, the 
pipeline would be an important alternative to the 
Bosphorus Straits (already suffering from chronic 
tanker congestion) for bringing Central Asian ої! west- 
ward. Worse still, from: Russia’s perspective, the re- 
sulting European and U.S. economic attention would 
all hut cement Kyiv’s westward trajectory. 
~ Poland is also an important factor in the Kremlin’s 
thinking. Over the last year ties between Warsaw and 
Washington have seen an unprecedented political and 
military expansion, a result of plans now under way at 
the Pentagon to redeploy U.S. troops currently stationed 
in Europe to new bases farther east. Now the Odesa- 
Brody extension deal has positioned Poland to be a 
major energy hub for new, non-OPEC and non-Rus- 
sian crude from Central Asia, as well. 

Russian officials similarly understand that an Odesa- 
Brody reversal would eliminate many of these wor- 
ries. Such a move would do more than simply tighten 
Moscow’s grip over Ukraine’s energy infrastructure, 


which would be dedicated in large part to the transpor- 
tation of Urals crude to the Black Sea. It would also 
profoundly affect Kyiv’s political future, dampening 
Western investment and making the Ukrainian govern- 
ment increasingly dependent on Moscow’s tender mer- 
cies. Not least, it would effectively isolate Poland from 
the emerging Caspian energy scene. 

The Kremlin has, therefore, refused a more logical, 
eastern route for Russian crude through russified east- 
erm Ukraine. That pipeline, dubbed “Kremenchuk- 
Sniherivka,” boasts nearly double the capacity of 
Odesa-Brody. And at $3 less per ton than its western 
counterpart, shipment of oil through Kremenchuk- 
Sniherivka makes sound fiscal sense for Moscow. But 
since the Odesa-Brody issue has less to do with output 
than with controlling Ukraine’s economic and politi- 
cal independence, Russia has continued to press for re- 
versal. 

Now the signing ої the Odesa-Gdansk extension 
agreement has breathed new life into Ukraine’s dreams 
of energy independence. Working with international in- 
vestors and its neighbor to the northwest, Kyiv has the 
opportunity to reverse its accelerating slide of the last 
several years into the Kremlin’s orbit - the result of 
costly energy, political and economic concessions made 
to Russia. 

Furthermore, Ukrainian officials appear to be seiz- 
ing this opportunity. In consultations with Washing- 
ton, they have made clear their intention to press for- 
ward with Odesa-Brody’s European direction. And the 
Ukrainian Cabinet officially has given its blessing to 
such a plan, formally voting in early February to reject 
reversal. 

Odesa-Brody, however, still can be derailed by power 
politics. With Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 
again under fire politically — this time as a result of a 
series of controversial constitutional amendments 
aimed at manipulating the electoral process — the cur- 
rent administration in Kyiv may find it tempting to turn 
once again to the Kremlin to broker its continued le- 
gitimacy. And with the Gdansk extension as yet unbuilt, 
Moscow still has reason to hope that Kyiv could be 
coaxed into adopting reversal, ostensibly as an interim 
measure. 

Nevertheless, Ukraine has taken a major step toward 
cementing its Westward orientation. The United States 
and its allies in Europe should do everything in their 
power to ensure that it stays the course. 


Пап Berman is vice president for policy at the Ameri- 
can Foreign Policy Council in Washington. 


IMF forecasts slower economy growth 


(Interfax)—The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
forecasts that GDP growth will moderate in Ukraine, 
as well as in the CIS, from 9.4% in 2003 to 6% this 
year and 4% in 2005. 

According to the April 2004 World Economic Out- 
look published on April 21, the IMF expects that the 
consumer prices will grow by 6.9% this year and by 
4.6% in 2005 (5.2% in 2003, 0.9% in 2002). The IMF 
revised down the current account balance outlook for 
Ukraine. According to the IMF, the current account 
balance will reduce to 3.6% of GDP this year, and to 
2.6% of GDP in 2005 (6% in 2003, and 7.5% in 2002). 

The IMF points out that in Ukraine, despite a poor 
harvest, GDP growth accelerated to 9.3 percent in 2003, 
underpinned by surprisingly strong growth in domes- 
tic demand, as well as strong exports, including to 
China. “While the impact of these factors is expected 


to decline in 2004 and 2005, GDP is nonetheless pro- 
jected to remain solid by historical standards, with risks 
potentially on the upside,” the outlook reads. 

The IMF experts point out that rising real money de- 
mand has allowed the authorities to maintain the de facto 
peg of the hryvnia to the U.S. dollar in the face of a very 
strong external position, and the fiscal stance is prudent, 
but more flexible exchange rate management eventually 
will be needed to reduce inflationary risks. “On the struc- 
tural side, progress has been made in approving pension 
legislation and corporate and personal tax reform. How- 
ever, the tax environment remains distorted by gover- 
nance problems, and strengthening the financial sector, 
addressing high quasi-fiscal deficits and debt in the en- 
ergy sector, and improving corporate governance remain 
key priorities,” reads the outlook. The Ukrainian Cabi- 
net forecasts that the GDP will grow by 9.5% in 2004. 


Ukraine must focus on tax reform, says EBRD 


(Interfax)—Key challenges facing Ukraine are to 
complete tax reform and broaden the tax base, as well 
as improve standards of corporate governance, com- 
plete negotiations on membership of the World Trade 
Organization and approve and implement a new pro- 
gram for large-scale privatization. 

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Devel- 
opment listed these priorities in its annual report for 
2003, which was presented at the meeting in London 
April 18-19. 

The Bank says that last year Ukraine mainly com- 
pleted small-scale privatization, when privatization of 
big enterprises for the first time brought income at the 
planned level. 

Listing Ukraine’s main achievements, the EBRD re- 


ported: “In addition, there were a number of important 
legislative developments, including the approval of re- 
ductions in corporate and personal income tax, pen- 
sion reform and the introduction of a mortgage law. 
All these reforms took effect at the beginning of 2004.” 

The continued strong growth of industrial produc- 
tion and a surge in construction activity more than off- 
set the impact of the low grain harvest on agricultural 
output. However, the strong growth was accompanied 
by a rise in inflation, mainly reflecting the effect of the 
poor harvest, the report reads. 

In its new strategy on Ukraine, the EBRD confirmed 
its course towards supporting investments in such ar- 
eas as transport, energy, the development of state-run 
enterprises, the financial sector and agriculture. 
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Kuchma slams Poland 
for inaction on pipeline 


(RFE/RL)—President Kuchma harshly criticized Poland on April 27 
for what he sees as Warsaw’s lack of cooperation in making the Odesa- 
Brody oil pipeline a route for transporting Caspian oil to Europe, Interfax 
reported. 

Kuchma said Poland has not made a “single poke of a shovel” and not 
allocated any funds to prolong the Odesa-Brody pipeline to Plock. 

Warsaw and Kyiv have signed an intergovernmental accord on extend- 
ing the pipeline to Plock in 2004-05. 

Kuchma also satirized the EU stance over the issue, saying that Brus- 
sels has pledged a “big sum” of 3 million euros (C$4.5 million) for the 
Odesa-Brody-Plock project but the money still remains "оп paper.” 

“There have been no proposals from either suppliers of oil [to the Odesa- 
Brody pipeline] or potential buyers,” Kuchma said. “This is an impasse 
scenario for Ukraine.” 


Germany, France, Italy may join consortium 

(Interfax)}—Companies from Germany, France and Italy may take part 
in an international gas transport consortium created by Ukraine and Rus- 
sia, Russian President Vladimir Putin said on April 23. 

Speaking at a joint press conference in Crimea, following a meeting 
with Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma, Putin said consultations with 
Germany’s Ruhrgas, France’s Gaz de France and Italy’s Eni had been 
held. 

He said the consortium’s creation was very important for the develop- 
ment of the Russian and Ukrainian energy sectors. 
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БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ: 


Canada announces new с 


da’s Minister of International Cooperation, 
Aileen Carroll, announced four new techni- 
cal assistance projects with a combined value 
of C$12.1 million, all in the area of civil so- 
ciety development, April 19. 

These new projects were launched at a cer- 
emony at the Canadian Embassy in Kyiv by 
Jean-Marc Metivier, Vice-President of the Ca- 
nadian International Development Agency, 
(CIDA). The projects concerned are Build- 
ing Democracy ($2.3 million), Community 
Economic Development ($5.15 million), 
People’s Voice II ($3.4 million) and 
Chornobyl Recovery and Development Pro- 
gram ($1.3 million). 

Noting the increasing concentration of 
Canada ’s development assistance program for 
Ukraine in the area of civil society, Metivier 
commented: “Civil society has been growing 
and steadily gaining strength since Ukraine’s 
independence in 1991. We at CIDA, together 
with our Canadian and Ukrainian partners, 
remain committed to helping to bring about a 
vibrant civil society and to improve gover- 
nance in Ukraine. These projects will help to 
empower the Ukrainian population so they 
can play an effective part in community af- 
fairs and in determining their own future and 
well-being.” 

Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine, Andrew 
Robinson, noted that this year there will be a 
Presidential elections in Ukraine, and added: 
“Tt is very important for the future of Ukraine 
that the Ukrainian authorities take all neces- 
sary measures to ensure that the Ukrainian 
people have the opportunity to exercise their 
democratic choice in a free and fair electoral 
environment. Although we have serious con- 
cerns at present on some of these issues,” 


ee 
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Jean-Marc Metivier announces the projects at the canadian Embassy in Kyiv. 


continued Robinson, “these projects are be- 
ing announced now because they will help to 
strengthen Ukrainian civil society which is a 
vital component of a healthy democracy.” 
In the projects, Canadian partners will work 
in partnership with various non-governmen- 
tal, government, international and academic 
institutions to strengthen civil society and 


good governance in Ukraine. Activities will 
include the development and delivery of foun- 
dation courses on democracy, training in de- 
veloping sustainable micro-enterprises, assist- 
ing governments and citizens in establishing 
community priorities and working with com- 
munities resettled following the Chornobyl di- 
saster. 
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сет | UAOG 
ivil awards MP 


for protection of 
Christian values 


(RISU.org)—Archbishop Thor (Isichenko) 
of Kharkiv and Poltava, of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC), 
signed a decree to award the Patriarch 
Mstyslav Medal, the greatest award for laity 
of the UAOC, to Volodmyr Stretovych, MP, 
head of the parliamentary Committee on Cor- 
ruption and Organized Crime and head of the 
Christian and Democratic Union Party of 
Ukraine. This news was reported on April 20. 

The award, which will be given to 
Stretovych in May, is for “the protection of 
Christian values in politics.” Similar medals 
were previously awarded to Serhii Holovatyi 
in 1998 and Slava Stetsko in 1999. 


Another peacekeeper dies 
(Interfax - Ukraine)—A Ukrainian peace- 
keeper was killed in Iraq on April 28 in an 
attack on a Ukrainian patrol. The dead sol- 
dier was named as Kostiantyn Mykhalev. Two 
other peacekeepers were injured. The patrol’s 
BTR-80 armored personnel carrier was hit by 
rocket-propelled grenades and large-caliber 
machine gun fire from two sides. Mykhalev 
is the second Ukrainian peacekeeper to die in 
combat in Iraq. 


Iraq troops to stay 
(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma 
pledged on April 22 that the Ukrainian con- 
tingent in Iraq will remain there until the con- 
clusion of its mission, Interfax reported. 
“Ukraine went to Iraq on a peacekeeping mis- 
sion,” Kuchma said. “We are ready to fulfill 
our duty until the end. We will not run away.” 
Kuchma added that there are no plans to in- 
crease the size of Ukraine’s t,650-strong con- 
tingent in Iraq. 
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